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and for buying all articles which are ordered by 
he House, and which are to be purchased out of 








| 


the contingent fund. That friend of the Clerk | 
oes down into the city and purchases the article | 

and brings it to the Capitol, deposits it here, and 
then charges the Government from thirty to fifty, 


or seventy-five, or one hundred per cent. upon the 
cost of the article down in the city. There is no 
restriction, 80 far as I understand it, except such 
as may be applied by the Committee of Accounts; 
and, sir, the cases which come before that com- 
mittee are SO multitudinous that it is impossible 


fyr them to examine them all with strictness, and |, 


to prune down the excess of expenditure which is 


necessarily entailed by the bad manner in which | 


this contingent fund is controlled. I regret very 
much that yesterday the motion did not prevail 


that a special committee might be raised for the || 


purpose of suggesting some legislation which 


would apply the neeessary restrictions upon the | 


disbursement of this fund. 

Mr. BURNETT, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. FRANK. I wish merely to correct the 


statement of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. || 


Bravett,] in regard to the number of yards of the 
old carpet. 


there was a payment for nineteen hundred _ yards. 


I find, that at the last Congress, in- | 
stead of eleven hundred yards, as stated by hira, | 





| bill ealls for. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 1869. 
will state to the House—for I suppose those ®ho | 
were members of the last Congress have some |! 
recollection of the subject—the reason why that | 
deduction was made?) When that deduction is 
made, it will be seen that the expense of carpet- iF 
ing the Hail then was considerably less than this | 


Mr. SPINNER. I think that was an account || 
for upholstering. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Does not the gentleman 
recollect that the last carpet was contracted for by | 
Captain Meigs, at $1 75 cents per yard, and that | 
Mr. Fitzburgh bought the same carpet and || 
charged two dollars per yard for it? 

Mr. SPINNER. I do not. 

Mr. MAYNARD. And that for that reason | 
this deduction was made? 

Mr. SPINNER. 1 donot. The matter was 
not referred to me, and | have no special knowl- 
edge about it. 


Mr. MAYNARD. 1 would ask the gentleman | 


| further, if he knows who was the contractor who 
| bought the present earpet? 


Mr. SPINNER. No contractor intervened be- 
tween the Clerk and Messrs. Clagett & Dodson. | 


|| They say that the carpet was bought by Mr. Allen. 


This present bill includes the carpet for the gal- | 


leries, as did the former one. 


cutting, fitting, and putting down, which has not 


been spoken of at this time—the cutting, fitting, | 


and laying being $481 62; binding, $40 50; the 
work of binding, $273 38; thread, $13 75; tacks, 


$15; making a total, including the carpets, of || P 


$4,953 25, while the present report calls for $4,729, 
very near the same amount. 


tee of the last House. ° 


Mr. SPINNER, I move to reduce the appro- 


priation $100. 

Mr. Chairman, under a resolution of the last 
House of Representatives, the change from desks 
to benches was made in this Hall, and nearly all 
the expenses that were entailed by that change 
haye been paid out of the appropriation for the 
extension of the Capitol. NT the bills except 
those for the tables, which are upon the ppen 


1 find, however, a | 
deduction of twenty-five per cent. on the old bill, | 
which ean probably be explained by the commit- | 


In addition to the | 
payment for nineteen hundred yards at the last |) 
Congress, there was an additional oe for | 





spaces back of the members’ seats, and those for | 
the upholstering and the carpet, have, I believe, | 


been so paid. 


discovered when the bills for the tables were pre- 


That was ascertained to be a mis- | 
take, and the fact that it was a mistake was only | 


sented. It was ascertained that those expenses | 
should have been paid from the contingent fund | 


of the House, 
The bills for the tables we have not yet passed 


Tuiese accounts then came to us. | 


upon. The Committee of Accounts thought that | 


the price was too high, and it would not passthem. 
Thold the bill for the carpet in my hand. To 


House, J. F. Carter. The committee was dis- 
satisfied with the account. It was thought that 
the price was too high, and that the number of 
yards was larger than that required. The subject 
was referred to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Lake] for examination; and he, after examina- 


tion, reported to the committee that. the bill was || 


Correct. It was found that the bill corresponded 
very nearly with th@® for the previous year. I 
think, still, that the bill is too high. 

I wish to state, in addition, that this bill has 





| in this respect. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Who bought the carpet? 
Mr.SPINNER. Mr. Allen, I suppose, or Mr. 
Carter, his chief clerk. 
The question was taken on the amendment of 

Mr. Frank, and it was not agreed to. 
The following clause was read: 
For twenty-four copies of the Congressiond] Globe and 


|| Appendix for each member and Delcgate of the first session | 


of the Thirty-Sixth Congress, $34,843. 

Mr. RUFFIN. The last Congress, I believe, 
refused to make any appropriation for this pur- 
ose, and why should we do it? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I would state to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, that when the ap- 
propriation bill containing the appropriation for 
this object was under consideration last session, 
we aieonaned to strike out the appropriation for | 
the Globe entirely. We did succeed in striking | 
out the appropriation for the Globe for the House, | 
but failed in reference to that for the Senate. This 
appropriation is to supply the deficiency which | 
was created by striking out our Oren ete 
and leaving in that for the Senate. Je thought || 
both Houses should be put upon the same footing | 
While I will vote with the gen- 


| tleman for striking out all appropriations for the | 


Globe, thereby preventing an official report of the 
proceedings of the House—for | am in favor of 
that—I am in favor of this appropriation, to put 
us upon the same footing with the Senate. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I move to strike out this clause, 
for I think the last Congress acted wisely in ref- 
erence to this matter. I do not see that the fact 
that the Senate has the Globe for this session, is 
any very good reason why we should have it. 
There ista great deal of useless matter in the 
Globe. I prefer to go back to the old plan of hav- 


| ing the reporting done by private individuals, 
Clagett & Dodson, for 2,4705 yards of carpet, at || 
$l 87; per yard, $4,632 183. It is certified to be || 
correct by the chief clerk of the late Clerk of the | 


upen their own account. Let the reporting be 
open to competition. The Globes are never read, 
and but a very small portion gf the pegple ever 
sve them. As there are but fwenty-four copies to 


| each congressional district, of course but very 


| few men can ever getthem. They are putin pub- 


lic libraries, and are seen but by a very few per- 


| sons. This reporting has been done at very great 


| cost to the Government. 


hot been paid, and that it will not be paid until | 2 
can stop it for one session the whole matter will 


42 appropriation ig made for the purpose. 

Me MAYNARD. oun 

allow me to ask him a question. I see, in look- 

ing at the Clerk’s report made to the last Con- 

gress, that the charge made for carpeting the Hall 

Pe al the galleries amounted to $4,953 25. From 
at was deducted, I see, a sum equal to twenty- 
Ye percent.. The gentleman from New York 


11] 


I hope the gentleman will | 





i 


If we refuse to make 
this appropriation we shall stop the whole sys- 
tem of reporting in a very short time. If we can- 


' not strike the whole system down at once, we | 


had better go at it in detail. I hope this Congress 
will sustain the action of the last, by striking out 
the whole appropriation for the Globe; for if we 


be at an end hereafter. . 
The question was taken on the amendment 


| offered by Mr. Rurrin, and it was not agreed to, | 


Mr. CURRY. I move to amend by striking 
out the words ‘‘ twenty-four copies of the Con- 
gressional Globe and Appendix for each member 


| and Delegate;’’ and insert, in lieu thereof, ** one |: 


C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


~ - 
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copy of the Congressional Globe and Appendix 
for each member and Delegate;"’ and by striking 
out * $34,848,”’ and inserting ** $1,000.” 

I do not propose to make amy elaborate remarks 
upon this proposition, although | am opposed to 


the whole system of reporting, for it is the great- 


est nuisance connected with the Government. 
What I propose to strike out now, is the twenty- 
four copies of the Globe given to each member 
and Delegate. [am opposed to this whole sys- 
tem of publishing books by the Congress of the 


| United States, and of giving them to members of 


Congress. lam opposed to all this stipendiary 
bounty system connected with the Government. 
I am opposed to this whole matter of accustom- 
ing the people to look to this Government for 
support, for literature, for information, or for 
anything of the kind. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I think it 
would hardly do to begin reform now, when I 
understand that these Globes have all been printed, 
and a great many of the members, I suppose, have 
received them. 

Mr. RUFFIN. Nota single one. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. This appropriation ap- 
plies to the Globe now being made up for the 
present Congress. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Very well. 
They have been made up for members according 
to the ordinary rule. 

1 have no objection to uniting with gentlemen 
in establishing any law which shall apply after 
this session, for | agree with them that this sys- 
tem of reporting is a vicious one, Although the 
reporters are accurate in their reports if left alone, 
yet we find, in nine cases out of ten, where gen- 


| tlemen make speeches of any importance, that 


what the reporters put down is never found in 
the Globe. They are so altered and changed, that 
when you come to look at the answers to ques- 
tions, you would suspect that it was not the de- 
iivered speech at all, If there is to be a report of 
our proceedings, | think it should be done by the 
reporters, and by them printed without revision. 
I think the whole present system u wrong one. 
Writing out speeches afterwards, which were not 
delivered, and printing them as if delivered, is not 
reporting; and therefore L agree with gentlemen 
that the system ought to be corrected, but it is too 
late to do it this session. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Alabama, by strik- 
ing out ** $1,000,” and inserting ** $1,200.’ Wee 
are told that it is an inopportune time to make 
this amendment, because the twenty-four copies 
of the Congressional Globe have been, in part at 
least, printed. Now, by what authority have 
they been printed? Why is it that the legisla- 
tion of this House is deliberately set at defiance 
by everybody wh@ deals with the Government? 
Thus it is that oe goon and bring in bills 
against us, and call upon us to make up the 
amount in the shape of a deficiency, and when 
we demur to the account we are told that this is 
not the place to interpose, because the expense 
has already been incurred, and articles already 
furnished. 

Gentlemen say they have received their copies. 
By what authority have members received their 
twenty-four copies of the Globe for this session? 

Mr. FLORENCE. J ask the gentleman if he 
does not take the Globe every day? 

Mr. MAYNARD. Ftake the Daily Globe. 

Mr. FLORENCE. And then the gentleman 
takes ft without authority of law. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I take only the Daily 
Globe. 

Mr. FLORENCE. That is the first form in 
which the debates appear; and the Congressional 


' Globe is made up from the Daily. I say further, 


that there is an existing contract with John C. 
Rives, by which he contracts to furnish the re- 
ports and the Congressional Globe. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Who made the contract 
with John C. Rives? 

Mr. FLORENCE. The Clerk of the House, 
and Secretary of the Senate. 








nf 


a 


_ 


“4 


a oe 


* 


| 
f 





1762 


Mr. MAYNARD. Where is the evidence of it? 

Mr. FLORENCE. The fact of this appropri- 
ation to pay for it, under the contract, and the 
fact of your reporters here taking down our pro- 
ceedings, are confirmatory proof of the contract. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I do not see in that the 
evidence of the contract. It is merely evidence 
that they are doing the work; but how, and by 
what authority ? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Iam very much mistaken 
if there is not an existing contract; and if there is 
not a law providing for the reporting of the pro- 
ceedings in the Congressional Globe. This ap- 
eo, is merely to pay for it in obedience to 
aw. 

Mr. SHERMAN, There is a written contract 


made by the Clerk of the House and the Secre- | 


tary of the Senate; but it is a contract which we 
have a right to change, at any time, by refusing 
to order the books. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
made ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think it was made in 1846. 
I looked at it the other day. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Well, we refused, last Con- 
gress, to make any appropriation for reporting 
the debates of the House, or for furnishing the 
Congressional Globe. That was the action of the 
House taken deliberately then; and I think the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
himself voted for it. If the legislation of the House 
is to go for anything, that certainly was an abro- 
gation of the contract of 1846; and we come back 
at last to the fact that our friends, the reporters, 
are here, and permitted to occupy seats; the 
Globe is printed, and twenty-four copies are given 
to each member; and then we are very modestly 
asked to make an appropriation of upwards of 
thirty thousand dollars to pay for it. It is all 
wrong. I object to it entirely; and hope that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Alabama will 
prevail. 

Mr. BRANCH. 
ment to the amendment. 
Chairman, that of all the books which this House 
manufactures, this is the only one which is really 
legitimate, which is worth all the money that the 
Government pays for it. This, sir, is a popular 
body. Our constituents have a right to know, 
and they have a right to expect us to furnish them 
with the means of knowin?, what we are doing 
here—ne? only how we are toting, but also what 
we are saying. What we doon this flooris done 
in our public capacity. Our constituents demand 
to know it, and they have a right to know it, 
without stickling as to how much money it may 
cost. Gentlemen speak of the vast amount of 
‘*stuff,’’ as they call it, contained in the Congres- 
sional Globe; but, Mr. Chairman, I ask who puts 
itthere? We put it there ourselves, if it is stuff, 
and valueless. If the contents of this book are 
valucless, it is because what we ourselves say 
does not possess any value, in the estimation of 
gentlemen; and I rather believe that, to some 
extent, they are correct. [Laughter.] But, sir, 
valuable or valueless, sense or nonsense, our con- 
stituents have a right to see what we are saying 
and what we are doing. ' 

That is not all, Mr. Chairman. Gentlemen are 
greatly mistaken if they on 9m that by disband- 
ing that corps of reporters t 
knowledge of their constituents what we are doing. 
There isa volunteer setof reporters over your head, 
who will send forth.to the public an account of 
what occurs here; and I put it to gentlemen on this 
floor whether they are willing that their popular- 
ity before the country, their reputation as men of 
sense, shall reston the unauthorized reports made 
by volunteer reporters, irresponsible to this House, 
and irresponsible to any portion of the peopile of 
the country, however intelligent these gentlemen 
may be? For one, I am not willing that it shall 
be so. Lam willing and glad to see volunteer re- 
porters send forth to the country their version of 
what occurs here; but I want an official record, 
that we can always appeal to to do ourselves jus- 
tice before the country, when we are misrepre- 
sented. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would like toask the gen- 


When was that contract 


tleman from North Carolina if he does not know | 


I rise to oppose the amend- | 
It occurs to me, Mr. | 


will all do what some of us do, these twenty-four 
copies will, if inadequate, be at least sufficient to 
give toa great proportion of our constituents a 
knowledge of what we are doing. 
tribute promiscuously the Congressional Globe; | 


deposit itin the court-houses of the county towns | 


in nffy district for the use of the people. At least, 
I intend to do so, and am reserving my copies for 
that purpose. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. So faras I 
am concerned, there are societies all through the 
county with libraries, and I send copies of the 


| Globe to these libraries, where the rural popula- 


tion have access to them. 

Mr. BRANCH. ‘Now, Mr. Chairman, I con- 
fess that I do not read the Congressional Globe, 
and I do not suppose that any person who knows 
how the Congressional Globe is made up (that is 
of what sort of debates it is made up) reads it, or 
that any person who has ever once undertaken to 
read it, will read it again. 
book of reference, accurate and correct, In my 
estimation, the system of reporting which —— 
in this House, and the Senate, is one of the won- 


| ders of the world. I think if we abolish it, it will 


fall into the hands of reporters who cannot, or 
who will not, do us justice; and while I occupy a 


seat on this floor I want always my reputation to | 
| remain in the keeping of accurate, of full, of au- | 
| thorized official reporters, who are responsible to 
the House for any misrepresentation or wrong | 


|| they may do us. 


rey will keep from the | 


that these twenty-four copies of the Congressional | 


Glebe are utterly inadequate to disseminate a 
knowledge of our proceedings among our con- 
stituents ? 


{Here the hammer fell.] 


Mr. MAYNARD withdrew his amendment to 


| the amendment. 


The question was takenen Mr. Curry’s amend- | 
1 


ment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. CURRY. Faas to amend by striking 
out lines thirty-four and _ thirty-five, which is for 
reporting the debates of this session of Congress, 
not confined to the House of Representatives. 

Atthe last Congress, Mr. Chairman, the House, 
after a full discussion of this question, and by a 
deliberate vote by yeas and nays—on which, I 
am glad to say, we had the concurring opinion of 
three of the present members of the Committee 
of Ways and Means—struck out the appropria- 
tion for the Congressional Globe. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, I do not care to repeat what has been 
often said in regard to the Globe. I think that it 
is the most unmixed evil of anything connected 
with Congress; and mty friend from North Car- 
olina has not, I think, stated our position with 
his usual candor and fairness. It is not that we 


| object to a report of the proceedings of this House. 


The question is rather between a pensioned press 
and a free press. That is the question, and the 
legitimate question, before the committee. The 
question is, whether this Congress shall appro- 
priate money to publish the sep that are 
made, and to publish the speeches that are not 
made, to save us the expense of it. The question 
is, whether reporters shall be kept here who put 
into the debates what never was spoken; what is, 
in many respects, a perversion of what was done 


| here—it is between having an accurate and correct 





report of the proceedings of the House, or not 
paying for it if it is not accurate and Correct. 

i do not charge any of this on the reporters: 
because, so far as my knowledge extends, they 
report what is said and what is done with most 
marvelous accuracy and fidelity. But every one 
who is at all fami¥ag with the proceedings of the 
House knows that members go down to the Gld®e 
office at night, and strike out, and put in, and add 
on, and take off, till in the morning one can hardly 
know his own speech when it comes out. I my- 
self have been placed in the ridiculous attitude 
here of making corrections and of amending errors 
in gentlemen’s statements on the .oor, while the 
Globe next morning would show no earthly per- 
tinency for my remarks—the member having gone 
down and changed his speech, throwing out what 
I had objected to, and putting something else in 
its stead. 

And for this the Government is to be taxed 
We are to put our hands into the Treasury to pay 
for this, as the a of the proceedings in Con- 
gress, while it is but the report of what occurred 
at the private room in the Globe office. 

Mr. Chairman, I repeat, that, in my judgment, 
the whole system is a nuisance, a fungus, an ex- 
erescence growing upon the body-politic of this 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, A 





Mr. BRANCH. Mr. Chairman, if gentlemen | 


I do not dis- | 


But it is a valuable | 
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from year to yea, 


country, increasing in expense 
Itis wholly at war with the theory of our Gov. 
ment, if 1 may talk of such a thing as cont 
connection with the Government. Ty mu. 
ment, it docs more to destroy legitimate dij), 
does more to bring merely written or printed ; = i 
into the House, it does more to prevent the « ; 
lightenment ‘of the House by the discussioy .- 
— that are before the Sitnes, than eve = 
thing connected with our whole system T), 
same system does not prevail in England, nor . 
any of our State Legislatures, that prevails h 
do not objeet to having the debates of Cone 

reported, but I do object to having the Ctenire 
| saddled with the expense of printing these q — 
ments, which are not generally for the enjj 
ment of the people, because they re 
few, and do not contain an accurate 
the proceedings of the House. They 
say, a millstone, if nota tax, upon th 
|, the country. 

Mr. McK NIGHT. Ifit were in order, I should 
like to propose this amendment: ; 


Provided, 'Tiat hereafter the manuscript of the reporters 
shall not be submitted to the members of this House. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I think the amendment of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania would hardly 
be applicable to the present session of Congress, 
This appropriation is for the present session, A 
great many speeches have been printed in the Coy- 
gressional Globe which have not been delivered 
in the House, and it would not be right that we 
should cut off the payment of what has al 
been done. 

In the bill providing for the next fiscal year, we 
have provided against some of these abuses, [f 
gentlemen will look into that bill, they will fad 
that some of them have been corrected. But 
during the present session the reporting has been 

roceeded with precisely as in former sessions, 

he debates have been subject to the revision of 
| members; and, in some cases, speeches have been 

ublished which have never been delivered: and 
Labeeaial the same system will continue during 
| the remainder of the session. After the present 
fiscal year, if the House adopts the recommenda- 
| tion of the Committee of Ways and Means, the ex- 
penses will be somewhat diminished. 

i desire to say, however, that I hope no change 
will be made in our faithful corps of reporters, 
whom we have had with us for some years, and 
who I hope will always be continued in this body, 

Mr.BRANCH. My experience in this House 
_ has convinced me of the propriety of adopting re- 
forms whenever the House is in the spirit of re- 
form—of ‘striking while the iron is hot;”’ and I 
think the House is just In the mood at this Ume of 
utting a stop to this system of revising speeches. 
Seles therefore, that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. McKnicut] will press his amend- 
ment. I do not think there would be any objec- 
tion to its adoption at this time. It would not, 
of course, interfere with matter already published. 
I hope that we shall make provision that hereafter 
the manuscript of the reporters shall not be sub- 
mitted to any member of the House for him to 
correct. If het is done, an enermous abuse will 
have been corrected. I believe neither the re- 

orters nor the proprietor of the Globe wouldallow 
it, if rhembers did not importune them until they 
cannot refuse. It is an abuse that ought to be 
| stopped. Members ought not to be allowed to 
revise their remarks. 'The Congressional Globe 
ought to be a perfect transcript of the proceedings 
as they occur here. If I talk nonsense, let me be 
branded and sent down to posterity as talking 
nonsense. But when | have seen myself putdown 
three or four times as talking nonsense, it will 
have the effect of silencing me. 

I believe, if that were done, it would have the 
effect of producing more legitimate debate in the 
House. Gentlemen would not get up to spess 
unless they had something @ say. Itis the most 
effectual way of curtailing the endless and limt- 
less debates which we have here. Let the report 
of what occurs here be faithfully-transcribed; and 
if left to the reporters here, we all know it will be 
faithfully done. 

L hope, therefore, that the gentleman from Peni 
|| sylvania will press his amendment. _ I believe the 
|| House is now in a humor to adopt it; and great 
| reform will have been accomplished. =. 
| Mr. MeKNIGHT. I desire to press it, 1! It! 
| in erder. 
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“Vir. MILLSON. The 
| - from North Carolina would be a very use- 
fal one if the reporters could—if any reporters 


could—reflect faithfully the transactions of the | 


House; but, sir, no human skill can achieve the 
of reporting our debates precisely as mem- | 


miracle , 
bers express themselves. 


Perhaps it may be an infirmity, but my style 
of speaking 18 usually slow, and yet I do under- 
ike to say that I have never yet revised the 
reports of my own remarks without detecting 
numerous crrors, and sometimes the most ridicu- 
jous and gretesque errors. Sir, anybody who 
knows the mode 1n which our reporters take down 
the debates of the House must see that it is abso- 


jutely impossible to avoid these mistakes. Why, | 


only a few days ago, in some remarks which I 


made here, which I did not correct in manuscript, | 


nor have I corrected for the Congressional Globe, 


| was made to say things not only which I never | 


uttered, but which it would have been ridiculous 
for anybody to say here. 

Now, sir, if it were possible “for reporters to 
write down accurately all that is said, I should en- 
tirely agree with the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina, that the notes of the reporters should never 
be revised by the speakers. But very great injus- 


unavoidable with the best corps of reporters, are | 


allowed to go into the Daily Globe to be perpetu= 
ated in the Congressional Globe. These things 
must be left to the discretion of members. No 
honorable man will ever so alter his remarks as 
to change wholly the character of what he has 
spoken. Therefore, I say, we must leave it to 
the members themselves to determine in what re- 
spect their remarks require correction. 

I think our reporters are a faithful, diligent, 
accurate set of repor If I were to make any 
complaint against t at all it would be that 
they are too faithful—that they very often under- 


take to put into our published debates that which | 


forms no part of the discussions of the House. 
Sir, ifa member will interrupt another member; 
ifa member will, by interjection, make a remark 
in the House which may be heard by the report- 
ers, and make it without being recognized by the 
Chair and without being permitted by the speaker, 
that remark is allowed io go into the Daily Globe 
and into the Genmensinnnt Globe asa partof our 
proceedings. Why, sir, they might as well un- 


dertake to record the private conversation that | 


happened to be uttered in their hearing as to un-.|| 


dertake to report, asa part of the proceedings, 


not made when they are entitled to the floor, not | 


made by the permission of him who is entitled to || 


the floor, but made out of order, and which, there- | 


fore, have no more claim to be in the record of our || 


discussions than the sore remarks and conver- 
sations which are always occurring =e this 
floor. I think that,if they can be complained of 


atall, the complaint ought to be made against || 


_ that they too faithfully reflect what the 
lear, 


Carolina is impracticable. 

Mr. BRANCH, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew kis amendment. 

Mr. CURRY. Ihope that my amendment will 
be permitted to go to the House; and that there 
the vote shall be taken on it by yeas and nays. 

Several Mempers. Let us dispose of it here. 

The amendment was rejected. 


The Clerk read, as follows: 


To supply deficiencies in the appropriations for printing, || 


ry-pressing, inserting maps and plates, and binding docu- 
inents ordered during the Thirty-Third, Thirty-Fourth, and 
Thirty-Pifth Congresses, $19,381 98. 

To supply the deficiency in the appropriation for paper 
required for the printing of the first session of the Thirty- 
Sixth Congress, , 

To supply the deficiency in the appropriation for printing 
aan for the first session of the T 


To provide for the blanks and other printing and the paper 


the same, require ing the eighth 
census, $29,000. quired preliminary to taking g 


Mr. MAYNARD, I would like to have some | 


| 


| 


iciency in the appropriation for nouns re- | 


€xplanation ef those clauses, What is the neces- 

ded, for an appropriation of $50,600 to supply the 

eae for the first session of the Thirty 
ongress? 


t. SHERMAN. Inanswer to the gentleman, 


THE CONGR 


The suggestion of the gen- || and that the House may be informed respecting 


the items of appropriation which have been read, 


| ] call attention to the following letter of the Super- 


intendent of the Public Printing: 


Orrice or SUPERINTENDENT or Pusirc Printina, 


WasuInoton, March 6, 1860. 
Sir: Itbecomes my duty to apprise the House of Rep- 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 





| 
| 


| resentatives of the existence of certain deficiencies in the | 
| appropriations heretofore made for the printing and binding | 
| ordered by Congress. 


The appropriations for printing ordered by the Senato and 
House of Representatives during the TRirty-Third and Thir- 
ty-Fourth Congresses have been exhausted, and there is 
now duc to the Public Printers, for work executed and de- 
livered by them, the sum of $5,259 37. 

There is also due tothe Publie Printers, for work ordered 


at the second session of the Thirty-Fitth Congress, and ex- | 


ecuted and delivered by them, for which there is no avail 


| able appropriation, the sum of $10,420 71. 


And there is now, or soon will be, due to the binder or 
the Senate, and tor which there is no appropriation, the 
sum of $3,701 90. 

These several deficiencies amount to the aggregate sum 


| of $19,381 98. 


I would also State, that no appropriation has been made 


|| by Congress for the blanks and other printing required pre- 
| liminary to taking the eighth census. 


purchased, and the printing has been commenced, in obe- 


| dience to the requirements of the Secretary of the Interior, 


|| the estimated cost of which is £29,000 


The paper has been | 


| tis also proper I should state, that the estimates of this | 
| Office for the paper and printing of Congress tor the present 


| session, as submitted to the Register of the Treasury on the 
tice may be done, not only to the speakers, but || 


‘ ; e 1 3lst of August, 1858, contained the following items: 
to the House sometimes, if mistakes, which are | 


|| For paper required for the printing of Congress... ..$178.849. 


For printing required for Congress..............$132,250. 


| The estimates of appropriations for the fiscal year ending | 
|| June 30, 1860, submitted to Congress by the Secretary o1 


the Treasury at the commencement of the last session, (see 

H. K. Ex. Doe. No. 1, 'Thirty-Fifth Congress, second ses- 

sion,) contained the following items: 

Paper required for the printing of Congress......$100,000. 

Printing required for Congress 70,000, 
Thus were the estimates of this office, for the purposes 

mentioned, reduced, and the appropriations were made 


conformably to the reduced estimates of the Treasury De- | 


partment, which, [I have no hesitation in asserting, will be || 
insufficient to pay for the paper and printing which has been 


and will be ordered by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives during the present session of Congress, although the 
original estimates of this office may be somewhat reduced. 

For the reasons herein stated, | have respectfully to re- 
quest that these deficiencies may be provided for by ap- 
propriations, as follows, viz: 

To supply deficiencies in the appropriations for printing, 
dry-pressing, inserting maps and plates, and binding doc- 
uments ordered during the Thirty-Third, Thirty-Fourth, 
and Thirty-Fifth Congresses, $19,381 98. . 

To supply the deficiency in the appropriation for paper 


| required for the printing of the first session of the Thirty- 


Sixth Congress, $50,000. 
To supply the deficiency in the appropriation for print- 
ing required for the first session of the Thirty-Sixth Con- 


| gress, $40,000. 


* 
‘lo provide for the blanks and other printing, and the pa- 
per for the same, required preliminary to taking the eighth 


|| census, 829,000. 
the heated and violent expressions of members || 
: | servant, 


{ have honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient 
JOHN HEART, Superintendent. 


Hon. WILLIAM PENNINGTON, Speaker of the House of Rep- || 


resentatives. 


. MAYNARD. t printing has been | | 
eee epee ennens See nena ee WE | that that amendment is agreed to? 


ordered by the present Congress that will require 


a larger sum than was required at the last Con- | 
It will be recollected that we introduced 


gress? ' 
a provision into the appropriation bill at the last 


| 
| 
} 


|| Congress for the prevention of what is called | 


I believe, for the reasons I have stated, | 
that the suggestion of the gentleman from North || un 
| with the matter, will be to give the Senate Printer | 
Still the double | 


hirty-Sixth Congress, | 


ixth | 


| 


| 
| 


double composition. 
understand from gentlemen who are conversant 


the benefit of the composition. 


The effect of that, as I | 


composition is to be saved to the Government, | 
| and I understand that the appropriation was made 


on that hypothesis. I am not aware that there 
has been an unusual amount of printing ordered 
at the present Congress. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can satisfy the gentle- 
man on that point. There are three or four con- 


election cases. 

Mr. MAYNARD. With the statement that the 
appropriations are necessary to cover the printing 
occasioned by the contested-election cases, I will 
withdraw my objection to their passage. 

Mr, PHELPS. In addition to what has been 
said by the chairman of the Committee of ali 
and Siekiie I will say that not long since the 


House ordered the are, = oe 1 
acific railroad expedi- | 


of Stevens’s report of his 





put upon an appropriation bill. 
division on the amendment. 
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the Committee on em we te printing of that 
report would cost $50, 
be called to make up a further deficiency in the 


sepropstetion for the public printing, instead of 
| there 


. I predict that we will 


cing any fear that this amount is too large. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I am instructed by the 


Conimittee of Ways and Means to report a formal 
amendment, whiel 
of the bill. [ move to strike out the words “ and, 
fifty dollars and sixty cents,’’ in the following 
clause, and in lieu thereof, to insert the word 
| ** dollars:”’ 


1 has grown out of a misprint 


For payment of the unpaid expenses incurred in altering 


the arrangements of the Hall ot the House of Representa- 
tives under the order of the House, $3,750 60. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Iam instructed further to 


|, move to amend the bill by striking from lines 
sixty-four and sixty-five the words **twenty-six "’ 
and ‘‘thirty-six,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
** seventy-six ’’ and *ninety-seven;’’ so that it 
will read: 


And the proper accounting officers of the Treasury be, and 


they are hereby, directed to settle the accounts of Captain 
Meigs, late superintendent of the Capitol extension, for his 
expenditures in altering the arrangements and reats of the 
Hall of the House of Representatives, according to the order 
ot the House, and paid by him, according to his vouchers 
for such expenditures, not to exceed the sum of $14,376 97. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


| Mr.SHERMAN., Lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to meve the follow- 
ing amendment,.to come in after line seventy-one: 


To defray the expenses of such delegates as may be ap- 


pointed by the President of the United States, on the part 
of this Government, to attend a meeting of the interna- 
tional statistical congress, which is to meet in London in 
July, 1860, $5,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr.SHERMAN. Lam instructed by the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means to move the follow- 
ing amendment, to come in at the close ef the bill: 


For survey of the public lands, for surveying liabilities 


incurred by the late surveyor general of Oregon during the 
fiscal year ending 30th of June, 1859, $20,000. 


For surveying liabilities incurred by the late surveyor 


general of Kansas and Nebraska during the fiseal year end- 
ing 30th of June, 1859, $20,000. 


or surveying liabilities incurred by the late surveyor 


general of California prior to 30th of June, 18357, $58,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. ALDRICH. I am instructed by the Com- 


mittee on Indian Affairs to offer the following 
amendment: 


To pay George G. Durham, for twenty-two months’ ser- 


| viee as a clerk in the office of the Commissioner of Indiana 
Affairs, the sum of $2,566 52. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. Does the Chair announce 


The CHAIRMAN. Yes, sir; that was the an- 


nouncement, 


Mr. CRAWFORD. That is a private claim 


et us havea 


The CHAIRMAN. It is too late. unless there 


is no objection. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. That is impossible; for, 


in a House where there are so many members, 


| some member will be found to object to any prop- 


| osition that is made. 


Mr. KUNKEL. 


I offer the following amend- 


| Ment: 


For repairing the danyages to the custom-heuse of the 


|| United States at the port of Baltimore, caused by the fire 


.tested-election cases, in each of which there is vol- | 
| uminous testimony, one of them filling a volume | 
|of one thousand pages. 
course, was not contemplated by the last Con- | 
gress, and it could not be. There are also other || 
books which have been ordered; but I believe || 


that the chief item bas grown out of the contested || your letter of the 16th instant, inquiring whether there has 
|| been any appropriation made for 
|| the custom-jiouse of the United 8 
timore, caused by the fire in said building during the month 
| of September, 1858. 


That, as a matter of | 


in said buildings during the month of September, 1853, 
$15,000. 


I ask that the papers be read, which I send to 


the Clerk’s desk. 


The Clerk read, as follows: 


‘Treasury Department, March 21, 1960. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


iring the damages to 
es for the port of Bal- 


| inclose herewith a letter, under date of the 20th in- 


| stant, from the engineer in charge of the construction of 

| buildings under the T'reasury Department, and concur in 
the views therein expressed, and recommend that the ap- 
propriation be made. 


The bill is herewith returned. 
I am, very respectfully, HOWBLL COBB, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 


tion, and we were informed by the chairman of || Hon. Jacos M. Kunxer, House of Representatives. 
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Treascry DerarTMentT, Orrice or CONSTRUCTION, 
Wasuinerton, D. C., March 20, 1360. 

Sin: Referring to the communication of the Hon. Jacos 
M. Konxet, making inquiries in relation to the necessity 
of an appropriation for repairing the damage by fire to the 
Baltimore custom-house, which was referred to this office, 
I have the honor to report, that since the fire occurred, in 
September, 1858, the occupants of that part of the building 
have experienced very greatinconvenience and annoyance 
from the damage, and some of the rooms have been ren- 
dered almost unfit for occupancy. The repairs of that part 
of the building reeently purchased of the Merchants’ Ex- 
change Company, which were made according to the terms 


of the contract with that company, have since been com- | 


pleted; and for the convenience of the Federal officers oc 
cupying the building, the proper preservation of that part 
eoutiguous to the damaged portion, and that it may co.a- 
pare with the uninjured portion of the building, it is, in my 
opinion, absolutely necessary that the repairs should be 
made. 

in iny annual report for 1859, I estimated the cost of the 
necessary repairs at $15,000. This amount, | think, will 
be euflicient to put the building in good repair. 

Vbe communication of Hon. Mr. Kunxet is herewith 
returned. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, A. H. BOWMAN, 

Engineer in charge. 

Hon. Howe. Conn, Secretary of the Treasury, Washing- 

ton, District of Columbia. 


Mr. STEVENSON. Is that amendment in 
order? If not, I object to it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is inclined to 
believe that itis in order. It is for the repair of 
a public building. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I offerthe following amend- 


ment: 


‘To enable the superintendent of the Capitol extension | 


and of the extension of the Post Office Department to con- 
tinue the work upon each of those buildings, $250,000. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I raise a question of order 
on that amendment. I hold that it is not in order 
to this bill. 

Mr. FLORENCE. These are public works. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the 
amendment ts in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Itis nota deficiency. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 want to make it a defi- 
ciency. I do not desire to occupy the time of the 
committee, further than to explain the amend- 
ment. 

‘The appropriation for the extension of the Post 
Office Department and of the Capitol extension 
has been exhausted for some time, and a large 
number of mechanics are now out of employment. 
They are waiting here for an appropriation by the 
Government to continue and complete these build- 
ings. They will have to be completed, and it is 
a mere question of time when this appropriation 
will be made. During this very pleasant weather, 
and these very long days, mechanics can work to 
greater advantage, and more profit to the Govern- 
ment, than at any other period of the year. They 
need work very much; and I ask the committee 
whether it is not better to make an appropriation 
at this time, than to delay it until the passage of the 


Yes, sir; it is clearly in 





tion for the Capitol extension. I think it should 
be put into the regular bill, and not thrust in here. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio that he allow it to come in here, 
stating that so much is in anticipation of the reg- 
ular ews for the Capitol extension, and 
so much for the Post Office extension. 

a COCHRANE, W131! $250,000 be 
enough ? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Enough to effect the pur- 
pose I have in view. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
'of Mr. FLorence was not agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that this bill be laid 
aside, to be reported to the House, and that the 
Senate amendments to the Military Academy bill 
be taken up. 

Mr. CURTIS. 
now rise. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


I move that the committee do 


Will the gentleman allow 


ment, which is in the Military Academy bill, 
ought to be decided at once, one way or the other? 
And I think it may as well be done this evening 
as atany other time. There is but one amend- 


ment to the Military Academy bill, and in that | 


the people of Texas are deeply interested. 

My. URTIS. That amendment will require 
| discussion. For my own part, I have something 
| to say in relation to it,and I know the gentleman 


| from Texas [Mr. Reacan] willconsume an hour | 
in itsdebate. Itis now four o’clock, our ordinary | 


time for adjourning. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [hope the gentleman will 
allow my motion to be put before he presses his 
motion. 

Mr. CURTIS. Very well. 

The motion of Mr. SHerman was agreed to; 
the deficiency bill was laid aside, to be reported 
to the House, andthe Military Academy bill was 
| taken up. 

Mr. CURTIS. I now insist upon my motion. 

Mr. STANTON. I believe I have the floor 
upon the bijl before the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
having reported the bill, would have the right to 
open and close the debate, but the gentleman from 
Iowa was recognized, and made the motion that 
the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wasnesurn, of Maine, 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 

state of the Union had had the Union generally 
’ under consideration, and particularly House bill 
No. 499, to supply deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the service of the fiscal year ending the 
30th of June, 1860, and had directed him to report 
the same, with sundry amendments, to the House, 
with a recommendation that the amendments be 


, agreed to, and that the bill do pass; also, that the 


regular appropriation bill, when we get further into | 


the summer, and when not half the work can be 
got out of these men? 

And further, I desire to say that I believe it is 
the duty of Congress to provide employment for 
these men as long as they are here, because it was 


implied when we called them here, that we would | 


afford them constant employment. We invited 
mechanics, skillful in their business, experts in 


their profession, to come here to work upon these | 


buildings, and we impliedly promised them that, 
until these works were completed, they should be 
employed. 
put into this bill, under the head of deficiency, 


Now, lL ask that the committee will | 


250,000 towards completing these works which | 


are now suspended, thereby giving employment 
to these men around Washington, who are starv- 
ang Socaeee they are unable to get work. 


Mr. SHERMAN. In deference to the Chair, I 


submitto his decision; though I think the amend- 
ment is notin order. I would state, that at the 
lastsession of Cong 


propriation bill of this session there is an appro- || 
priation for the next fiscal year of $500,000 for the | 


Capitol extension, and $76,000 for the Post Office 
building. This latter sum will be sufficient to 
complete the Post Office building, and I hope the 
$500,000 wiil be sufficient to complete the Capitol 
extension. ‘This appropriation of $250,000 would 
interfere very much with the regular appropria- 


sanappropriation was made || 
for the Capitol extension; and in the regular ap- | 


|, question. 


committee had had the Military Academy bill un- 
| der consideration, and had come 4o no conclusion 
thereon. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I call theprevious question 
upon the amendments to the deficiency bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The amendments were then reported to the 
House, and those upon which a separate vote was 
desired were désignated, as follows: 

Third amendment, page 4, after line sixty-nine, 
insert— z 

To defray the expenses of such delegates as may be ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States, upon the part 
| of the Government, to attend the meeting of the interna- 
tional statistical congress, which is to meet in London in 
July, 1860, $5,000. 

Fifth amendment: 

To pay George G. Durham, for twenty-two months’ ser- 
| viee as clerk in the office of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, the suin of $2,566 52. 

Sixth amendment: 

For repairing damages to the custom-house of the United 
States at the port of Baltimore, caused by fire in said build- 
ing during the month of September, 1858, $15,000. _ 

Mr. MAYNARD. I call for a separate vote 
upon that amendment, and ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. KUNKEL. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Tennessce, I desire to ask hima 
As he is opposed to this amendment, 
| which F had the honor to submit to the commit- 

| tee, and which has been adopted, I desire to ask 
‘him whether it has been suggested to him by 
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candidly his reason for opposing 
| The Secretary of the Tomueek 
it. The appropriation was omitt 
| the iast 


exonerate the gentleman’s colleague 
| censure, actual or implied, that not unt 
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either of my colleagues from i — 
this amendment? = Baltimore to *Ppose 


Mr. MAYNARD. Iam ve 
that the gentleman from Marylaed shou Pred 
such a question. I take the course which | tk - 
proper to take, and which I have a perfect —— 
to take, and I do it upon my own responsibilne’ 

Mr. KUNKEL. I desire the gentleman to _ 


the amendment, 
4s recommended 
ed by mistake at 
ongress. It is absolutely necessar th 

these repairs should be made for the public = 
venience. car 


Mr. MAYNARD. I will state, wit 


h a View to 
8 from any 
il T had 
a Single 


word upon the subject with either of them, | 


Mr. KUNKEL. Are they in favor of 
the appropriation ? . =aguan 

Mr. MAYNARD. I suppose the vote will 
determine. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I understand that 
the gentleman from the western district of Mary. 
land asked a question. 1 did not understand 7 

Mr. KUNKEL. I did not address my ques. 
tion to my colleague. 

All the amendments of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, upon which sep- 
arate votes were not asked, were then agreed to 

Mr. BRANCH. Several of these amendments, 
upon which separate votes have been asked, hon 
to be voted on yeas and nays; and as it is our 
usual time for adjournment, I move that the House 
do now adjourn. These amendments will come up 
the first thing in the morning. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman will with- 


| draw his motion for a m at. 


Mr. BRANCH. I ' 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 move to reconsider the yote 
by which the several amendments have been 
adopted; and also move to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BRANCH. I now insist upon my motion. 

The question was put upon the motion to ad- 
journ; and it was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on the adoption of the 
following amendment. 

Third amendment: 

To detray the expense’ of such delegates as may be ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States, upon the part 
of the Government, to attend the meeting of the interna- 


tional statistical congress, which isto meet in London in 
July, 1860, $5,000. 


The amendment was adopted. 
Fifth amendment: 
“To pay George G. Durham, for twenty-two months’ ser- 


vices as clerk in the office uf the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, the sum of §2,566 52. 


Mr. ALDRICH. I ask leave to make an ex- 
planation in regard to this matter. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I must object, because no 
Cpgernaty was allowed to me. 

he question being on the amendment, 

Mr. CRAWFORD demanded the yeas and 

nays. 
he yeas and nays were ordered. _ 

Mr. BRANCH. I now submit again the mo- 
tion toadjourn. It is dinner time, and this thing 
will come up the first business to-morrow. 

The motion was not agreed to. li 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 85, nays 45; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald- 
rich, Allen, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, 
Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Butfinton, Burlin- 
game, Burnham, Campbell, Carter, Case, Horace F. Clark, 
John B. Clark, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, Co 
vode, Curtis, Dawes, Duell, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, _— 
idge, Florence, Foster, Frank, French, Gurley, a. . 
Morrison Harris, Hoard, Howard, Hughes, Hutchins, - 
vine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kunkel, DeW itt . 
Leach, Longnecker, Loomix, Lovejoy, Marston, Maynare, 
McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Moorhead, Nelson, Olin, 
Pettit, Porter, Potter, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Koyce, 
Schwartz, Seranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Spinner, Stout, 
Tappan, Tompkins, Trimble, Vandever, Verree, Ww “en 
Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Israel! Washburn, We 
ster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Woodrut!—®s. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, Bocock, 
Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Burch, Burnett, a, 
ford, C H. Winter Davis, Garirell, Hardeman, John 
T.H atton, Hill, Holman Houston, Jones, Landrum, 
James M. Leach, Love, Maclay, Mallory. MeClernam, 
Millson, Sydenham Moore, Morrill, Isaac N. ae , 
lack, Pendleton, Phelps, Quartes, Reagan, Riggs, Kuti, 
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_ Tavlor, Thomas, and Vance—45. 


<» the amendment was agreed to. 
During the vote, 


Mr. GOOCH stated that he had paired off; for | 
this evening, with Mr. Bargspate. 





within the bar when his name was called he would 
have voted ** no. | ite, : 
Mr.GARTRELL. I move to dispense with 
the reading of the names. 
The motion was agreed to. 


JACOB WEED. 


{ 

Mr. HOARD. I desire to move that the report | 

and papers in the case of Jacob Weed be recom- |, 

mitted to the Committee of Claims. 
The motion was agreed to. 

| 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. THEAKER, from the Gommittee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined, and 
found traly enrolled, bilis of the following titles; 
when the Speaker signed the same; ae 

Joint resolution for the compensation of Rev. 
k. R. Richards, late chaplain to the United States 
nitentiary, in the District of Columbia. 

An act for the relief of Angeline C. Bowman, 
widow of Francis L. Bowman, late Captain in 
the United States Army. 

Joint resolution to allow credit to certain dis- 
bursing officers therein mentioned. 

Mr.GARTRELL. I move that the House do 
now adjourn, | 

The motion was agreed to. | 

And thereupon (at half past four o’clock, p.m.) | 
the House adjourned. | 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, -4pril 18, 1860. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guriey. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Caleb 
E. Parker, praying for an invalid pension en ac- 
count of injuries received in the military service 
of the United States, in the war of 1812; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DIXON presented a petition of citizens of | 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, praying the en- | 
actment of a uniform bankrupt law, as contem- 
plated by the Constitution of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. LANE presented the petition of Yelland | 
Foreman, praying an appropriation to enable him 
to construct an apparatus for enabling vessels to 
pass over bars, with a view to test the feasibility 
of his invention; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. FITCH presented the petition of Dr. 
William F. Sherrod, praying compensation for 
lis services as an assistant surgeon during the 
war with Mexico; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. HALE. I present a petition of inventors 
and patentees, praying that the right of appeal 
from the decisions of the Commissioner of Pat- 
ents to the judiciary be not abolished. I move | 
that it be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion will 
g0 to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. FITCH. The memorial has been sub- 
mitted to the committee. It is in relation to a 
matter that is now pending,-and the committee 
irect me to report in favor of printing the usual 
number. I ask for the adoption of the report. 

he report was concurred in. 


PETITIONS ON SLAVERY. 


Mr.SUMNER. I present the petition of Henry 

well, jr., and four hundred an fifty-five others, 
of Manchester, in Massachusetts, earnestly peti- 
“loning Congress to repeal the fugitive slave law 
¢ 1890; 40 abolish slavery in the District of Co- 
umbia, and in the United States Territories; to 
Prohibit the inter-State slave trade; and to pass a 
resolution pledging Congress against the admis- 
“ion of any slave State into the Union, the acqui- 
ve of any slave territory, and the employment 
°F any slaves by any agent, contractor, officer, 
os department, of the Federal Government. Also, 








William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, || a like 
|} ers, of Barnstable, Massachusetts. 


|| seventy-three others, of Weymouth, Massache- | 
oan ASHMORE stated that if he had been \| setts, Also, a like petition of J. H. Browne and | 
: || sixty-four others, of Sudbury, Massachusetts. | 
|| Also, a like petition of Daniel Hosmer and ninety- | 








tition of Alvan Howes and fifty-five oth- | 
, ¢ Also, a like | 
petition ef John Clement and one hundred and | 
nineteen others, of Townsend, Massachusetts. {} 
Also, a like petition of Samuel L. Rockwood and 





| 


a 
like petition of Albert Gould and one hundred 
and thirty-one others, of Leicester, Massachu- 
setts. Also, a like petition of James M. Evelett || 
and two hundred others, of Princeton, Massa- || 
chusetts. Also, alike petition of Daniel Otis and 
seventy-nine others, of South Scituate, Massa- | 
chusetts. Also, a like petition of Calvin Cutter 
and eighty-four others, of Warren, Massachu- | 
setts. Also,a like petition of R. W. French and || 
thirty others, of Lawrence, Massachusetts. Also, 
a like petition of Edmund H. Sears and two hun- 
dred and forty-five others, of Wayland, Massa- 
chusetts. 
These several petitions I now present. Ona ‘|| 
former occasion, during this session, a similar |! 
petition presented by me was laid upon the table. ‘| 
A similar petition presented by another Senator | 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. |) 
An authoritative precedent, established after de- || 
bate, since I have been in the Senate, seems to me | 
to be the best guide on this occasion. That was 
ona memorial from four thousand citizens of Bos- 


' 
| 
! 
| 
eight others, of Sterling, Massachusetts. Also, | 
| 
| 

' 


After an ample debate, during which much was 
said against the memorialists, no proposition was 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. No Senator can 
debate the question except by unanimous con- 
sent. The Senator from Ohio objects. The Sec- 
retary will call the roll. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. PUGH, (when his name was called.) I 
have paired off for the next ten days with the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey, (Mr. Ten Evcx;]} other- 
wise | should vote to lay the petitions on the 
table. 

Mr. SIMMONS, (when his name was called.) 
I have paired off with the Senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Powe tt.]} 

The result was announced—yeas 25, nays 19; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bragg, Chesnut, Clay, Cling- 
man, Crittenden, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hemp- 
hill, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkatisas, Johnson of 
‘Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mason,. Nicholson, 
Polk, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, and 'Thomson—25, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Caineron, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, 
Hamlin, King, Seward, Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, Wil- 
kinson, and Wilson—19. 

So the petitions were ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I have a petition from 
Mark Sawyer and others, and H. it Chapin and 
one hundred others, of Topham, Vermont, of 
similar import to those presented by the honor- 
able Senator from Massachusetts. I move the 








| same reference that he moved. 


Mr. MASON. I make the same motion, that 


' 
C || they lie on the table. 
ton, praying the repeal of the fugitive slave act. || 


Mr. WIGFALL. I trust that motion will not 
be insisted on, but that we shall be allowed to 
debate the question. I am willing to meet this 


| 
made to lay their memorial on the table. Follow- || question fairly and squarely, and Jet us decide it 


ing that precedent, and one already established 
during this session, | move that all these petitions | 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. MASON. I move that they lie on the! 
table. 
Mr. SUMNER. On that 1 call for the yeas | 
and nays. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts moves that these petitions be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. The | 
Senator from Virginia moves that they do lie on | 
the table. On that question, the Senator from 
Massachusetts asks for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. PUGH. I should like to hear one of those 
petitions read, if it is not too long. 


The Secretary read, as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress 
assembled : 

The undersigned, citizens of Townsend, State of Mas- 
sachusetts, earnestly petition your body to repeal the tugi- 
tive slave law of 1850; to abolish slavery in the District 
of Columbia and in the United States ‘Territories ; to pro- 
hibit the inter-State slave trade; and to pass a resolution 
pledging Congress against the admission of any slave State 
into the Union, the acquisition of any slave territory, and 
the employment of any slaves by any agent, contractor, 
officer, or department, of the Federal Government. 


Mr. SUMNER. On the question to lay the | 
petition on the table, | ask for the ~ and nays. | 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. WIGFALL. Before taking a vote by yeas 
and nays, I wish to give my reasons for voting 
against referring 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion now 
is, that the petition do lie upon the table. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Upon lying on the table, | 
instead of referring? 

The VICB PRESIDENT. Except by unan- | 
imous consent, the question is not debatable. If ; 
there be no objection, however, the Senator may | 

roceed. 

Mr. MASON. If there be no objection, I will 
consent to withdraw the motion, for the purpose 
of allowing the Senator to be heard. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The yeas and 4 
having been ordered on it, the motion cannot be 
withdrawn without unanimous consent. 

Mr. WIGI'ALL. I desire merely to give my 
reasons for my vote. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Texas may proceed if no one objects. 

Mr. COLLAMER. If the gentleman has the 
rivilege of debating the question, I want:the de- 
ate open to all. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair can 
only decide the question as it arises. This isa 
motion to lay on the table; and the yeas and nays 
have been ordered on it. 

Mr. WADE. I object to any debate. 


i 
' 
| 





! 
' 
t 
| 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
i 
j 
} 
| 
{ 
' 
j 
! 
i 
} 
| 
| 


per capita, so that every man will know wher 
every other man stands on this question. I hope 
the matter will not be referred, but that we shall 
debate it. 

Mr. MASON. 


on the table. 


I withdraw the motion to lay 
I have a right to do that, 

Mr. BAYARD. I must renew the motion. I 
| do not desire to interfere with debate, but the 
question has heretofore been fully discussed. 

The motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GRIMES, from the Committee on Pen- 

| sions, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 291) 
for the relief of Mary Preston, widow of George 
Preston, reported it without amendment; and sub- 
mitted a report, which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. No. 245) for the relief of Maryett Van 


| 
! 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Buskirk, reported it without amendment. 
| Mr. PUGH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
| ciary, to whom was referred the petition of John 
Cradlebaugh, one of the associate justices of the 
| supreme court of the Territory of Utah, praying 
Ca of the expenses of transporting the 
| ooks, papers, &c., of the second judicial court 
of that Territory, submitted a report, accompanied 
| by a bill (S. No. 417) for the relief of John Cra- 
| dlebaugh. 
| ‘The bill was read, and passed to a second read- 
ing; and the report was ordered to be printed. 
‘He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Jeffrey T. Adams, 
late clerk of the United States court for the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota, praying to be allowed the 
compensation contemplated by the act of 26th of 
February, 1853, submitted an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. KENNEDY, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and cbeiied dente to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 418) to provide for the transportation of 
the United States mails and Government supplies 
by railroad to the Pacific ocean; which was read 
twice by its title, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SLIDELL asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
419) recognizing the survey of the Grand Che- 
niere Island, State of Louisiana, as approved by 
the surveyor general, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


ARTHUR EDWARDS——VETO MESSAGE. 


Mr. HALE. As there seems to be nothing be- 
fore the Senate at this moment, I move that the 
veto message of the President be taken up, simply 
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with a view to assign a day for its considera- 
tion. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HALE. I now move that the considera- 


tion ef it be fixed for Tuesday, of next week, at | 


one o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 


" CHINESE MISSION. 


Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered, by unanimous cen- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if in his opinion not incompatible with the public 
interest, to furnish to the Senate a copy of the instructions 


from the Department of State to Mr. McLane, when ap- 
pointed minister to China. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the following 


enrolled bill and joint resolutions; which there- | 


upon received the signature of the. Vice Presi- 
dent: 

A bill (S. No. 229) for the relief of Angelina 
C. Bowman, widow of Francis L. Bowman, late 
eaptain United States Army; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 4) to allow a credit to | 
certain disbursing officers therein mentioned; and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 24) for the com- 
pensation of Rev, R. R. Richards, late chaplain 
of the United States penitentiary, District of Co- | 
Iumbia. 


PRINTING OF A DOCUMENT. 


The message further announced that the House 
had ordered, yesterday, April 17, 1860, at two | 
o’clock and forty-seven minutes, the printing of 
a memorial of the Legislature of Mississippi, pray- | 
ing the cession of certain publis lands to that State, 
to aid in the construction of the Gulf and Ship 
Island railroad. 


CONTRACTS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 
Mr. WILSON. I move to take up for consid- 


eration now a resolution submitted by me, in re- 
gard te contracts made by the Secretary of War, 
which has been laid over for some time. 

Mr. DAVIS. A resolution of inquiry in the | 
usual form is one to which I surely should not 
object; but I think all that the Senator desires may 
readily be obtained by addressing an inquiry to 
the War Department, to state what contracts have 
been made, at what prices, and for what purposes, 
and in any terms the Senator may choose to ex- 
press the desire for knowledge. I can imagine 
no reason for instituting the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs a committee of investigation, to send 
for persons and papers, unless it be to oun for | 
something which is not on the files of the Depart- 
ment; an as no contract can exist which is not 
on the files of the Department, the inquiry seems 
to me needless, burdening the committee with a 
personal examination into that which must be 
matter of record. So far as contracts have been 
made which are the subject of criticism, I have | 
no objection atall that an inquiry should be made, | 
and that the committee should be ordered to inves- 
ligate anything which has been done; but the rec- 
ords must furnish all the information which the | 
committee ean require for any investigation of a | 
contract made by the Department. 

Mr. WILSON. I made this proposition in this 
form because I desire the facts of the case to be 
clearly and distinctly presented to the Senate and 
the country. A proposition was made by the | 
Senator from Florida, [Mr. Youer,] 1 think, to 
amend this resolution, by calling for information 
from the Department. My objection tothatis, that 
Ido not think the information which will come 
from the Department will present precisely and 
exactly what I desire to be presented. Besides, I 
hold in my hand a report, called for on the I 1th 
day of June, 1858, in regard te certain contracts, 
which was not made to the Senate until the 25th | 
day of January, 1860—nineteen months after the 
information was called fer; and 1 have the best | 
reason for stating that this answer finally came 
from the Department on the pressure of Senators, 
who made personal application for it. The reso- 
lution making that call was introduced by the 
Senator from New York, not now in his seat, [Mr. 
Sewarp,] and it called for information in regard | 
to a centract made bya Dr. Robinson here. The | 
answer was not sent in for many months; time | 








passed on; the work went on; and I find in this 
|, volume that there has been a dispute about the 
amount to be paid, and that the Secretary of War 
ordered $2,700 to be paid to the contractor that 
| the superintendent of the building did not think 
belonged to him by the terms of the contract, and 
| which ought not to have been given to him. 
|| Tam aware that, if we will call upon the Secre- 


_ other information than what may be found in that 


Franklin, Captain Meigs, Mr. Latham, and Mr. 


| nish. 
my proposition, by adopting the amendment, I 
shall submit to it, of course; but I shall ask for the 
yeas and nays on the adoption of the amendment. 


ator refers are all those from whom he desires in- 
formation, they have, with one exception, held 
official positions, and their acts must be matter of 
record. He mentions Mr. Reed, of whom L[know 
nothing, and his acts, I suppose, are not matters 
of record; but all the transactions of Captain 
Franklin, or Captain Meigs, or Captain Wright, 
must be matters of record; and one the com- 
mittee calls for information, their correspondence, 
their acts, are equally within the reach of the com- 
mittee as anything which is on the files of the 
War Department proper. If, however, in the 
course of the investigation—if it should be referred 
to the committee of which I am a member and 
chairman—it should become necessary to call for 
persons to elucidate anything, I would not shrink 
from the task of that manner of investigation, 
though it is laborious and tedious, and when un- 
necessary, I think should never be adopted. The 
records of the engineer bureau, and of the office 


|| of the superintendent of the Capitol extension, 


must furnish all the information which the Sena- 
| tor can desire and which would have any weight. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpart- 
nick in the chair.) The question is on proceed- 
ing to the consideration of the resolution indicated 
by the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 do not wish to detain the 
Senate by any further statement in regard to this 
matter. I know, sir, that when the resolution 
was introduced, it created quite a sensation in cer- 
tain quarters, and strong appeals have been made 
to Senators to change its direction from an inves- 
tigation to a simple call for papers; and appeals 
have been made to me, and political friends in and 
out of Congress sent to me, to induce me to pro- 
pose such achange. I believe that if the resolu- 
tion is amended, and made a simple call for in- 
formation, whenever we get the answer, it will 
not present the case as the truth requires that it 
should be presented. However, sir, | must sub- 
mit to the will of the Senate; and I am willing 
| that the vote shall be taken without further de- 
bate. 

Mr. DAVIS. 


I have only to say that, if the 


tion to it from myself. I know nothing of it, 


having offered an amendment. 
on the other side of the Chamber to stop an in- 
vestigation? The Senator may know; I do not. 
Mr. WILSON. I admit that. 
Mr. DAVIS. Nobody has been to me, and I 
imagine to none of those who sit about me; and 





development of anything thatis true. At the same 
time, we do not choose to charge the committees 
with mere investigations fot party purposes, and 
the bringing of witnesses here in order that we 
may make large volumes of testimony concern- 
ing that which we have condensed on the records 
of the Department. 

That is my whole objection to such an investi- 
gation; but if the records of the Department con- 
ceal anything, then the inquiry becomes one of 
| far graver importance. If the head of any De- 
| partment should attempt to deceive the Congress 
by presenting bere a partial statement of a case, 
| by attempting to conceal what his official act has 
done, then it acquires the dignity which shall in- 
duce the Senate to institute a strict investigation; 





Department; I want such information as Captain | 


. . . | 
I trust there is no one on this side of the Cham- 
ber who shrinks from any investigation for the | 


| other end of the 
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not Yet agreed to take up the resolution, 


tary of War, he wall furnish us with the terms of | 
_ the contracts that may have been made; but I want | 


Mr. DAVIS. If the persons to whom the Sen- | 





Senator has been the subject of appeal or applica- | 
tion on this matter, he stands in a different rela- 


except the fact of his having introduced the res- | 
olution, and of the Senator who usually sits be- | 
fore me, and is not now in hisseat, (Mr. Yutee,] | 
Who has gone || 





' contracted for, and the amount furnished : 


| under what authority of law said contracts h 
_ tracts have been enteged into by the War Departm 


| whether civil or military, for shot or shells, 


| the public buildings; whether such ¢ 
| Reed, of New York, and other gentlemen can fur- |, 


If, however, Senators desire to vote down | 





April 18, 





er, 

round for impeachment j 
1 ) In the 
apitol. I think we had cae 
have the amendment read. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate hag 


question is on the motion to take it up, The 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ro 
ceeded to consider the following resolution a 
mitted by Mr. Wixson on the Bh instant: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Militar i 
Militia be instructed to inquire what enn me 
have been entered into by the War Department, or b —_ 
officer or agent thereof, in the last three years, for Ae yd 


> ' ontracts were 
after public advertisement, or otherwise ; the amount of ims 


the prices paj 

or ordered to be paid; and whether the same owe 

cordance with the contracts, or otherwise ; and if pot by 

what authority they were paid, or ordered to be paid; oa 
’ 

; : > ave be 5 
tered into, either by the War Department or any eee 
agent thereof. Also, that said committee inquire what con. 

; : € 
shot or shells, and iron gun-carriages ; or what orders have 
been given by that Department, or by any officer thereof 

and iron gun- 


Were obtained; 
ued or the con- 


and it would be 


carriages ; how such orders or contracts 
under what authority the orders were iss 


| tracts made ; whether by public advertisement in open mar- 





ket, or by close purchase; the reasons for iss 
orders or making such contracts; the necessit 
the expenditure ; and if due regard has been had therein to 
the public service. And that said committee have power 
to send for persons and papers, with leave to report at any 
time. 

The pending question was on the amendment 
of Mr. Yuvee to strike out all after the word 
‘* resolved,’’ and insert: 

That the Secretary of War be directed to communicate 
to the Senate what contracts, if any, have been entered into 
by the War Department, or by any officer or agent thereof, 
in the last three years, for iron fer the public buildings; 
whether such contracts were made after public advertise. 
ment, or otherwise ; the amount of iron contracted for, and 
the amount furnished ; the price paid, or ordered to be paid; 
and whether the same were in accordance with the con- 
tracts, or otherwise; and if not, by what authority they 
were paid, or ordered to be paid ; and under what authority 
ot law said contracts have been entered into, either by the 
War Department, or any officer or agent thereof. Also, that 
he communicate what contracts have been entered into by 
the War Department for shot or shells, and iron gun-car- 
riages ; or what orders have been given by that Departinent, 
or by any officer thereof, whether civil or military, for shot 
or shells, and iron gun-carriages ; how such orders or con- 
tracts were obtained ; under what authority the orders were 
issued or the contracts made; whether by public advertise- 
ment in open market, or by close purchase ; the reasons tor 
issuing such orders or making such contracts, and the ne- 
cessity for the saine. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 oer hepe the Senator 
from Mississippi did not understand me, in the 
remarks that I made, as in any way reflecting 
upon him, or supposing that he was influence 
ry, others in proposing this change of direction. 

ec is, I am free to say, the last man in this body 
against whom I would moke an insinuation of that 
character; for however much I may differ from 
him, I believe that in matters of this kind his char- 
acter has never been questioned in this body, by 
friend or foe. 

Now, sir, it is a well-known fact that there are 
rumors all over the country in regard to the ad- 
ministration of the War Department, of a charac- 
ter not creditable to that Department. They are 
in the Army, everywhere, in regard to a great 
many things. This contract, of which this vol- 
ume furnishes the evidenee—which was called for 
nineteen months before it was made; during which 
time the contract was allowed to go on—is one 
not creditable to that Department, and was against 
the protest of Captain Meigs, who gives his rea- 
sons here. They areofa public nature. It was 
a private job. Now, I oon ane I have no 
doubt the papers, if called for from the Depart- 
ment, if they present: the facts of the case, = 
show; and | have the best reasons to know,! 
pao who understand this matter are su mmoned 

ere, Colonel Craig and other officers, it will be 


uing such 
y for making 


|| proved—that shot and shell have been bought, that 


gun-carriages have been purchased, against the 
opinions of the ordnance department; and, in re- 
gard to these iron carriages, that really double 
prices have been paid. I believe this. T have no 
doubt about it. [ think the facts will disclose 't. 
I think it due to the country that these facts should 
come out. I do not wish here unnecessarily 
assail ‘that Department of the Government; but I 
do say, what every man of intelligence in and out 
of Congress knows to be true, that the Govern 
ment, in its administration ef this Departmen,” 
under the suspicion of being connected with jo . 
bing. Nobody, I think, can have passed throug 
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1860. . 
achat three years in Washington, or out of it, 
without hearing these charges made. I should 


‘ike to have this matter thoroughly investigated. 
il t 


| have offered this resolution for that purpose. If 
. Senate, however, choose to change it, and | 


he ; 
“all on the Department to furnish the informa- | 
‘ion, 1 shall quietly submit to it, although! de- 


ire a vote upon the question of the investigation ; 
and for that purpose, I ask forthe yeas and nays. 
" Mr. MASON. I do not understand the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi as objecting to the call for 


information. I understand the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi who offers the amendment, f | 


think-—— 


Mr. WILSON. The Senator from ‘Florida 
[Mr. Yu ee} offers it. 
“Mr. MASON. I understand.the object of the 
amendment is only to change the mode of getting 
at the same information. Certainly, whena Sen- 


ator upon this floor declares he has just reason to | 


believe that there is mal-administration in any of 

the Departments, he has a right—and it is one in 

which | " 1 

but I thinkgat the same time, with the Senator 
. from Mississippi, that it is to be made in such a 

manner as, while it will give the full information, 


will be least onerous to the Senate or those en- | 


gaged in the inquiry. As to the rumors and sus- 
icions to Which the Senator alludes, I have no 
information whatever. I should rely very little 
on rumor, especially in these days, when, as is 
natural in the contests and struggles for power in 
the country, some quarters to some extent seem 
to strengthen themselves by throwing suspicion 
elsewhere; but let the inquiry be made. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 should like to call the 
attention of the Senator from Mississippi to one 
distinction in relation to this matter. 
resolution which impliesa charge upon the head of 
the War Department—there is no doubtaboutthat. 
The Senator who offered it avowed that he makes 
it on sufficient satisfaction to his own mind that 
there is abundant reason to make the inquiry. 
The only difference between the two propositions 
is, that one directs the committee to make the in- 
quiry and to examine into the subject, with power 
to send for persons and papers just as they see fit; 
gives them all the authority to make a searching 
inquiry to ascertain the facts in relation to the mat- 
ter; the other is simply an invitation to the head 
ofthe War Department to furnish the information. 
Now, if he is implicated in reality, it would be in 
his power to furnish what he pleased, much -or 
little, and at any rate send the matter along to a 
very convenient time in which to furnish it. That 
is the distinction between the two. 


will not. 

Mr. GWIN. I think I heard it stated, that the 
Senator from Florida [Mr. Yutee] offered this 
amendment. If so, I desire to make a statement 
to the Senate. I have just seen a note from the 
Senator from Florida, stating that he is very un- 


well, and desiring if anything came up in the Sen- | 


ate that required his attention, that that fact should 
be stated, and thatit be laid over. I did not know 
until I heard his name mentioned, that he had any- 
thing to do with this questionatall. I think, there- 
fore, in courtesy to the gentleman, it had better go 
over, especiaily as ina few minutes we shall have 
to take up the special order. 

Mn WILSON. Ifthe Senator from California 
makes that request.on the part of his friend, cer- 
tainly I will not object to its being laid over. 

Mr.GWIN. That isthe language of the note. 
The Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Rice] had it, 
and showed it to me just now. 

Mr. DAVIS. I merely wish to answer, in a 
Sentence, the Senator from Maine. The organi- 
zation of the War Department, and most of the 


other Departments of the Government, is so com- | 


plete that it would be impossible for the Secretary 
to conceal, if it were his purpose to conceal, a 
transaction which ran through severaLbureaus of 
his Department. Each bureau keeps its own rec- 
ord. Each bureau keeps its own letter-box. In 
the public document which has been read from 
by the Senator from Massachusetts here, the 
Superintendent of the Capitol extension, in the 
case to which he refers, objected to the action of 
the Secretary. The Secretary, therefore, has no 
more power to present one side of the case than 
if he were not to-day at the head of the Depart- 


fully concur—to have an inquiry made; | 


Here is a | 


Anybody can | 
see that one willaccomplish that purpose; the other | 
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the facts, all condensed, in the correspondence 


|| between the bureau and the head of the Depart- | 
If it were found in the course of the in- | 


ment, 
vestigation that nothing could be obtained in this 
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| other side of the case; present the objections and || the committee can comprehend from the records 


of the Department. To what does it refer, sir? 
To contracts. Can there be a contract which is 
| not matter of record? Have there been bids not 
recorded? Have there been orders to make con- 


manner, the authority now exists, without con- || tracts without bids, and that still not to be a mat- 


stituting the committee a special committee of in- 
vestigation, to send for any person and to ask him 
for any evidence which the committee may deem 
proper to ask. This is a proposition to consti- 
tute the committee a committee of investigation, 


-to call in witnesses from all quarters, to bring men 


here disappointed in relation to contracts, failing 
to get contracts, and coming with embittered feel- 
ings to give here a volume of testimony which, at 
at last, amounts to very little more than their own 
statements. It is that to which I object. The 
proposition, therefore, to send for persons and 


papers, and constitute the committee for this spe- | 


cial case a committee of investigation, runs into 
an evil, as I think; and unless there be a positive 
necessity for it, is a measure which should never 
be adopted. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator goes altogether upon a different line from the 
Senator from Massachusetts. One goes upon the 


assumption and the belief that there is something | 


to inquire into; that there has been something 


wrong, and that that wrong can be proved and || 
can be shown; and he puts upon the tablea reso- | 


hution calculated to effect that purpose. The Sen- 
ator from Mississippi 
Mr. DAVIS. It can be shown by the record, 





because the document he reads from 1s part of the | 


record. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from Mis- 


sissippi, on the other hand, goes upon the as- 
>’ I> 


sumption that everything is in black and white | 


about this matter; that there is really no wrong, 
and that all this has been imputed by outsiders 
who may be disappointed in getting contracts, 
and will result in nothing. 

Mr. DAVIS. I did not say so. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
the Senator to intimate as much; that it would 
amount to nothing, coming from disappointed 


men, who did not get their price, or because con- 


tracts had not been made to their satisfaction. 

Mr. DAVIS. I must have been very unfortu- 
nate in my expression, if the Senator so under- 
stood me. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
is no doubt about that. 

Mr. DAVIS. What I did say was, that this 
sending for persons or witnesses outside of the 
Department might assemble those who came with 


I certainly did. There 


embittered feelings of disappointment to make up || 
a record of such statements; and that the facts, || 
as they belonged to the transaction, | supposed, 


were matters of record. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. And it might resultin get- 
ting persons here who did know something, who 
were not merely disappointed, and something 


would be shown. There is the difference between 
the two Senators. One supposes one thing, and 
the other another. Now, sir, I confess that my 
mind has been very seriously affected by these 


rumors with reference to the War Department. | 


The Senator supposes that it is impossible to keep 
anything back. [t might be impossible for him to 


do it if he was at the head of the Department, 
but I do not understand that it is impossible for 
another individual at the head of the Department; | 
who has everybody under his control, to say both 
what shall come at a particular time, and when it 
I think there have been more re- 
| markable breaches of duty than that in the De- | 
| partment, or quite as much so at different times. | 
I merely rose to point out the distinction be- 
tween the two propositions; that one was calcu- 
lated to accomplish one object, which the Senator 

| from Massachusetts thought desirable; and the 
other is not calculated to accomplish so much, in 
They go upon a different line. 
Hf and better satisfied 

enator from Mississippi appears to be, 
that we should make an inquiry about it, and that 


shall come. 


my judgment. 
For my 
than the 


art, I am satisfie 


‘ 


there is something to inquire about. 


Mr. DAVIS. [have not denied that there may 
be something to inquire about. I do not pretend 
to prejudge that question. I should be unfit to 


examine it if I did prejudge it. I do not sa 


whether there is something, or whether there is 


I certainly understood | 


ter of record? I cannot imagine such a case. The 
order must have been sent by the superintendent 
in charge of the work; and if he has made con- 
| tracts without the previous advertisements re- 
quired in the usual course, and in fact required 
, by law, [ cannot imagine that we will not get all 
that information by calling on the superintendent 
| to give us the record of his office. 
| Itis not an investigation into the motives of 
| men. It is not an investigation into what the Sec- 
| retary might want to do, or what the Secretary 
may hereafter desire to do. It is an investigation 
into contracts made, and whether they have been 
| made in conformity with the usages and laws of 
|| the land, and whether those usages and laws have 
|| been violated in a special instance. The Senator 
|| from Maine seems to be proceeding on the theory 
|| that there is something which does not in fact ex- 
| ist on the record of the Department. If the con- 
'| tract exists We get it by calling for it. If that 
| contract has been made by a departure from the 
|| laws and usages of the land, the fact appears in 
the order which is directed to the office if it should 
be violated; otherwise, in the failure of the officer 
| to comply with the terms of the law. He must 
| show the advertisement; show the bids received; 
| that he has accepted the lowest responsible bid, 
| or that he has not offered it to public competition 
}atall. All this is matter of record. 
| I desire to conceal nothing; and if Senators will 


charge some other committee with the investiga- 
tion, I have no objection to send for persons and 
| papers. As to the Secretary of Wart doubt not, 
\|1in the consciousness of his own rectitude, he 
| would prefer, since the matter has been proposed 
|| at all, that witnesses should be assembled and all 
|| the testimony taken. I should not have confi- 
| dence in a man at the head of a Department who 
| would not urge upon his friends to give him an 
| investigation by persons and papers, if any one 
||} had made the motion. Still, | do not wish the 
|; Committee on Military Affairs to be charged with 
it. Idonotfeel able to perform the duty. I shrink 
‘|| from the performance of what I believe to be an 
/ unnecessary task; but, as I said before, if, in the 
| course of the development, it should be found 
| to be needful, useful, and proper, for the public 
| good, then I am willing to do it. As at present 
| advised, | can see no useful purpose to be effected 
\| by it. 

| “The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour for 
| the consideration of the special order having ar- 
|| rived, it becomes the duty of the Chair toannounce, 
| as the first business in order, the homestead bill. 


PROPOSED RECESS. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Mr. President, I move to 


postpone the consideration of the special order 
for the purpose of taking up a resolution which 
I offered yesterday, and which, | believe, accord- 
ing to the rules of the Senate, isa privileged ques- 
| tion. Itis in regard to the question of a recess. 
'| The Seeretary may read it, for the information of 
the Senate. I presume it will not lead to any 
protracted discussion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpar- 
rick in the chair.) The question is on postpon- 
ing the special order. 

Mr. WADE. What is the special order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The home- 
stead bill. 

The motion of Mr. Sipe was agreed to; and 
the Senate proceeded to consider the following 
order: 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns on Thursday 
next, it be to meet on Monday next that when the Senate 
adjourns on that day, it be to meet on the following Thurs- 


day ; and that when the Senate adjourns on that day, it be to 
| meet on the following Tuesday, the Ist of May. 


| Mr. SLIDELL. I donot consider it necessary 
to enter into any explanation of the reasons for 
offering this resolution. They are known to every 
Senator. I confess that it presents itself some- 
what as an appeal to the courtesy of our peers on 
the other side of the Chamber. I believe it is a 
courtesy that has never been heretofore refused. 
Past experience renders it perfectly certain that 
no business of any importance cap be transacted 
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it, and a certain number of Senators opposed to | 


that measure are absent from their posts, either 
from necessity or from inclination. It is evident 
that no business can be transacted until the ad- 
journment of the convention at Charleston. In 
anticipation of another event of a similar kind the 
same observation doubtless would apply. Sev 
eral gentlemen on the other side af the Chamber 
will be disposed to attend the convention at Chi- 
We shall be prepared to extend to them 
the same courtesy which we now ask from them. 
They will meet with no opposition tosuch a prop- 
osition on our side, 

[do not think it necessary to make any further 
observation on the subject. If it would be fair to 
state any personal reasons as appealing particu- 
darly to the courtesy of the Senate, I would refer 
to the ease of the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. 
Bavanp,| the chairman of the Judieary Commit- 
tec. Animated as he always is by a high sense 
of public duty, he thinks that it would not be 
proper for him to leave. He is very anxious to 
go to Charleston; has been deputed by his State 
to discharge what he considers a high trust; but 
hé thinks it would be inconsistent with the per- 
formance of his duties as a Senator on this floor, 
and particularly as chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee, if he should absent himself for ten 


‘ age. 


days without a certainty that there would be no | 


important legislation during that period. 

Mr. BAYARD. I only desire to say that itis 
for the Senate to decide. All I wish to know is, 
whether it is their intention to transact business 
during the ensuing week or not. I am not anx- 
ious to go to Charleston at all. I should go in 
obedience to what my constituents have instructed 
me to do, if I could do so consistently with my 
duties here; but I have no desire to go. 
want a decision made, If the Senate do not really 
mean to transact business, or do not expect to do 
it, then I see no harm in passing the resolution 


of the honorable Senator from Louisiana. It | 
would relieve our minds from the idea that any- | 


thing would be done here. If, on the contrary, 
the Senate are disposed to go on with their busi- 
ness, then, not as a mere Senator, because I might 
pair off and go away, but with the business be- 
fore the Judiciary Committee, which necessarily 


falls primarily upon me, | do not feel myself at | 


liberty to be absent from my.post, but consider 
myself bound to remain and attend to those du- 
ties. Lonly wish adecision, so that | may know 
my course of action. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
worst proposition which has been submitted to 
the Senate. We are to be here, adjourning three 
days ata time, for some tendays. I voted against 
the proposition to adjourn for thirty days, yes- 


terday, because I expected we would transact bus- | 


iness. I dislike to resist this appeal to courtesy, 
as it is called. 
tesy about it. If gentlemen desire to attend the 
convention at Charleston, they have had no diffi- 
culty, [ believe, in being able to pair off with per- 
sons opposed to them upon the great questions 
before us; and the business of the Senate can go 
on. Their votes would not change the result, if 
they were paired off with some one entértaining 
opposite views; but if we are to adjourn at all—if 
this proposition is to be carried, and we are to be 
merely nominally in session—I, for one, willagree 
to adjourn for thirty days. I would rather vote 
for the resolution we had under consideration yes- 
terday. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Will the Senator permit me 
to suggest to him (because we do not wish to pro- 
tract debate on this subject) that we know a res- 
olution of that sort—a joint resolution—would 
not meet the sanction of the House. 
it is idle to talk about it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I do not know that; for 


they may be in the same condition in the House | 
If the fact is disclosed that no | 
business is to be donc, and each House is to ad- | 


that we are here. 


journ three days al a time for ten days, really we 


had better make an adjournment at once, instead || 


of coming here every third day. If this proposi- 
tion is adopted, | will change my vote, and vote 
to adjourn for ten or for thirty days. 1 would sa 

thirty days; because that would carry us over bo 

conventions, and not compel persons who live at 
some considerable distance to return here at the 
end of ten day to be here two weeks. | hope this 


proposiuon w 
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I only || 


It seems to me there Is no cour- | 


Therefore, || 








think there is no 


an adjournment in any shape. I 
I think the great measures to 


necessity for it. 


Congress; and that we should have a Congress 


here, notwithstanding this session of a conven- | 


tion. Why, sir, here is a new State—Kansas— 
to be added to the Union; and there are other great 
measures, to which I alluded yesterday, that re- 
quire our atténtion, Itseems to me we ought not, 
at this time, to consent to an adjournment; and 
especially ought we not to have this nominal sort 


doing anything. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


As a matter of courtesy, 


of adjournment, which will keep us here without | 


I think Lam not deficient in a disposition to oblige | 
Senators; but here is a proposition to incommode || 
sixty Senators, and oblige them to stay here ten | 


days longer, to gratify and suit the convenience of 
one, two, or three Senators at the outside. Here 
is a body of sixty-six Senators, and three or four 
want to go to Charleston; and we are asked to sus- 
pend all business, and stay here ten days lenger 
in the summer, simply because these gentlemen 
want to gothere. Now, looking upon all the Sen- 


|| tainly they had better refuse a recess, 


ate as equally entitled, | am opposed to this move- | 


ment. Ifthe Senator will move to adjourn for ten 
days, though I dislike it, yetif both Houses choose 
to suspend business during that time, I will sub- 
mit to the inconvenience; but as to this thing of 


our being idle while the House is going on, and | 


| those Senators who feel indisposed to be absent 


while the Senate is in session remaining here do- | 
ing nothing, Lam opposed to it, and I put my vote | 


onthat ground. 1 would gratify the Senator from 
, Delaware, or any other Senator, but I am not will- 
ing to impose on the whole body this inconve- 
nience. 

Mr. BAYARD. Lhope I have not been mis- 
, understood. I am one of the last men in this 
body to ask the Senate to adjourn for any per- 
sonal convenience of mine. 1 have no such de- 
sire. Ido not want to go to Charleston, as the 
honorable Senator says. 
from him, and from others, the transaction of 
| business by Congress, excluding the constituents 
of every State in this Union from sending any 
one of their Representatives or Senators to these 
conventions, as long as the system exists. I do 
not approve of the system myself; but while it 
| exists, and the public sentiment of the commu- 


| nity sanctions it, I do think, deliberately, it would | 

be unwise, by the regulations of Congress, to ex- | 
clude its members from being members of these | 
I think this is the very || 


conventions, provided their constituents choose 
to send them there. I cannot understand how, 


certainly are of importance to the country, you 
are to exclude three hundred men who, from their 
position, must naturally be conversant with the 
political situation of the country, and with the 
public sentiment of the country, and properly and 
rightfully ought, to the extent to which their 
| constituents will delegate to them the power, be 
members of these conventions. Itis on that prin- 
ciple alone that | have the slightest desire to go 
| to Charleston. My constituents have chosen to 
|ask me to go there. I was wiiling to go. It is 


|| personally inconvenient to me. It is ponenery 
|| distasteful to me; for, Mr. President, 


am nota 
politician; I do not desire to enter into personal 
combinations or to effect personal objects con- 


| 


I may view differently | 


in the deliberations of such conventions, which’ 





| 


nected with that or any other convention; but I | 


| think a man owes duties even outside. of his | 
|| senatorial duties; and therefore [ should go if it | 


|| did not interfere with the performance of my 
| duties here. I only ask the decision of the Sen- 


/ate whether they think it proper that members | 


| of Congress should go to these conventions. 


_ point of personal convenience to myself, I do net 


desire to retain other members here from the trans- | 


action of business. I only said if I were not 
the chairman ef the Judiciary Committee, | might 
go whether the Senate chose to adjourn or not. 
, They took a recess four yearsago. If they think 
it unadvisable to do so now, the effect of which 
|| will of course necessarily be hereafter, as well as 
| now, to exclude members of Congress from be- 
’ coming members of these conventions, though 
| 


If 


they think not, I do not care about it. As to the | 


their constituents may desire it, then | am per- | 


i owe content. 4 ic 
cannot abandon m t if business is going 
F the Judi 


1} ° . . 
|| on; for,as chairman o ciary Committee, 


| 


| 


GLOBE. 





j | ceeded with, and to act in the interim. 
which I alluded yesterdaf require the attention of | 








it ought to actif the business of the Senate tance 
If itis not 


roceeded with, of course I can act UPON it when 


return. That is precisely my posit 


) ion. Thay 
no personal cqnvenience to ask about the matt ne 

. . etter. 
I have no personal desire in the matter, I do; . 
wish a 


h gry gentleman to sacrifice his pe 
venience for any pune of mine, 
hesitatingly, and 


rsonal con. 


I say it 
y Say it un- 
wish the Senate to decide upon 


| their own general views, whether they choose on, 


in four years, 


when these conventions are 
and the people of any portion of the United Stat. 
éhuose to send their Riaipennestines and Senato ; 
in Congress as members of these conventions Z 
proceeding with the business of the Senate prac 
tically to exclude the whole of each body ees oes. 
ing in deliberations of that kind, which | sup med 


held, 


’ vy 


| to be connected with the general destinies of the 
country. If that be the view of the Senate, coy. 


If, on the 
contrary, they agree with me as to the import- 


ance of members of Congress, so far as the ay. 
thority is delegated to them by their constituents 
leing alloWed to go there, they will #ke the re 


cess; but it is no question of personal convenience 


| whatever to myself. 


Mr. CAMERON. I dislike very much to haye 
an adjournment now, because there are various 


| questions in which my State feels a deep interest, 


not be adopted. I am opposedte |, there is business before the committee on which || and I trust that that day wi 


which I hope to have brought forward and acted 
on during the session; amongst them, the Pacific 
railroad bill, the homestead bill, and particularly 
the modification of the tariff; and yet I have a 
great love for all those kindnesses and courtesies 
which prevailed in old times, and I hope will stil] 
continue to characterize the Senate. In accord- 
ance with that feeling, I shall vote with the gen- 
tlemen on the other side who desire to go to the 
convention at Charleston, telling them, however, 
that when some of these questions shal! come up, 
and especially the tariff bill, I shall beg those who 
are in the majority not to close the session on us 
without a proper opportunity of having that ques- 
tion discussed and acted upon. I shall vote for 
this proposition, because I perceive that no busi- 
ness can be done here during the sitting of the 
convention at any rate; and I hepe that I shall be 
of more service in promoting the bills in which 
my State is interested by adjourning now, than 
by remaining here. 

Mr. FOSTER. I had supposed, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that after the very full discussion we had on 
thig subject yesterday, and after the very decisive 
vote taken by yeas and nays upon the question, 
the sense of the Senate was well understood as 
being against this proposition for an adjournment. 
I shall say nothing now to prolong the discussion, 
but to reply to a remark of the Senator from Lou- 
isiana, mm made a suggestion rather in the nature 
of an appeal to this side-of the Chamber to vote 
for thisadjournment. If it stood in my judgment 
simply ona ee of courtesy, after the sug- 
gestion made by him I certainly should yield any 
objection which | might have, and vote for the 
adjournment; but the Senator, as he did very 
courteously, suggested that he, and he presumed 
his friends on that side of the Chamber, would 
grant the same indulgence to this side in ancvent 
which is to happen before long, in which we might 
perhaps feel the same interest which that side of 
the Chamber feels now. Then, tasmuch as a 
vote against the adjournment now will be copsid- 
ered as of course voting against this courtesy, if 
it may be so called, to our friends on this side, as 
well as on that, I consider the question of cour- 
tesy balanced, and that we are voting to deny our- 
selves just precisely what we are voting to deny 
others; and in that state of things I can conceive 
no lack ot courtesy. I certainly do not understand 
it so; for if I did, as I said, I would change my 
vote. I must, therefore, notwithstanding that 
suggestion, vote against this proposition to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. IVERSON. 
amendment? , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason in 
the chair.) Yes, sir. 

Mr. IVERSON. I move to strike out ‘* Thurs- 
day,” and insert “‘ Friday;”’ so as to provide that 
when the Senate adjourns on Friday, it be to 
meet on Tuesday. {**Oh! no.’’} 1 will barely 
state the motive which induces me to move the 
amendment. It is, that Friday is private bill day, 
not be lost to pri- 


Is the resolution open to 
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claimants. We might mect and transact that || 
pusiness. There are some cases on the Private || 
ey agdar that Lam very anxious to have taken || 
wre. especially, in which my own State is |, 
' ‘ety largely interested—and I desire to have the |! 
Private Calendar considered on Friday. I do not | 
oe that it will affect the question of affording an | 
ogportunity to those gentlemen who wish to go | 
te Charleston. [** Withdraw it!”?] Well, sir, 1 | 
withdraw the amendment, assiad 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
is on the adoption of the resolution. | 
"Mr, TOOMBS. Let it be read. i! 
The Secretary read it, as follows: | 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns on Thursday | 
peat, it be to meet on Monday next ; that when the Senate | 
adjourns on that day, it be to meet on the following T hurs- 
day; and that when the Senate audjourns on that day, it be | 
i 

' 


vaic 


to meet on the following Tuesday, the lst of May. 


Mr. BAYARD. I think that the last clause 
ought to be struck out, and ** Monday, the 30th 
of April,”’ inserted. I doubt whether we can ad- 
ourn frem Thursday to Tuesday. 

} Mr. SLIDELL. I accept that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend- 
ment will be made. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the resolution will be 
rejected. There has beena debate for some days 
on the subject in the Senate, and ithas been asked 
«Why shall we do this?” and the question has 
not been answered. What reason ts there that 
te Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States should adjourn, because there may 
be four or five gentlemen in each body who want 
to go to a party convention? That seems to be 
the sole reason. We have been sent here to do 
the public business, and many of us are anxious 
to get through with it and go home to attend to 
our own legitimate business ; to return to our | 
homes and to our ordinary pursuits after we have 
been discharged from the publie service. I do not 
object to any gentleman going to Charleston or 
Chicago that wants to go. Lethim go. Itis ver 
likely that the Senate could get along just as well 
withoutany halfdozen of us, as with us; and gen- 
tlemen who choose to gocan pair off; but ifthey do 
not pair off let those of us who are here go on with 
business. If we do not do this, there is a great deal 





| that month will be transacted; and I think Sen- 
| ators will find at the end of the month, if they sit 


NAL i 





ee 


public canvenience, and without an 


lc ¢ y injurytothe || one cycle of four years at least, which is most 
public interests. 


i '| commonly the life of these kind of people; and if 
Mr. BROWN. It does not makea particle of || you want to find anything more about them after 


iffere » whe . = | . ss 
difference to me whether the resolution passes or || ihe conventions, you are pretty apt to find it in 
3 ¥ » {° “lo - } ? 
not, so far as the Charleston or any other of these || the Blue Book, and nowhere else. I think we 
conventions is concerned. lam as near them now 


ought to discharge our own duties which are as- 
as | expect to be at any time. But if we are to || signed us under the Constitution, and let those of 
adjourn at all, I have preferred, and still prefer,an || us who do not take an interest in these matters, 
adjournment for the whole month; because I do || who are here in obedience to the Constitution and 
not want to be kept in Washington loafing about || the will of the people, discharge the public busi- 
the streets doing nothing, when I can enjoy my- || ness, and then go oe and attend to our own 
self much better somewhere clse—not at one of || business. That is what I want to do. 
these conventions. Iam not going to Charleston, The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and 
and I hardly think I shall go to Baltimore, and I || nays have been asked for on the adoption of the 
ain positively certain | shall not go to Chicago. || resolution. 
But Ido not want to be kept here by ouradjourn- || The yeas and nays were ordered, and taken. 
ing over three daysat a time, or aweek atatime, || Mr. PUGH. I vote on this question because 
the Senate meeting in the meanwhile and I not || the Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. sunentey 
knowing what they are going to do, fearful if I || who is authorized to decide as between me anc 
go away that something may be done which does || the gentleman with whom I am paired, on which 


not meet my approbation. | questions I shall vote, says I may vote on this 
I am willing to adjourn for a month, because I |) question. 
fee] quite sure that no important business during || The result was announced—yeas 26, nays 22; 


|| as follows: 
' : | YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Bright, Cameron, 
here, that the public business has not been putan || Clay, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Uale, 
, I P || 
inch ahead of what it is now. Every Senator 1 eee een gon King, a) ee ee 
, = awe eit ag ane * alien || Pugh, Sebastian, Seward, Simmons, Slidell, Sumner, 
who goes away will go paired. That will make || -pyouicon; and Wilson—26. 
a loss of two votes. The result will be, that im- || NAYS—Messrs. Bragg, Brown, Chandler, Chesnut, 
portant measures will be postponed from day to || Clark Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fos- 
day until after all these conventions are over. || ter, Grimes, Hamlin, Harlan, yo ng ot Arkan- 
The Senator from Georgia tainks it notexactly || 4 Johnsun of Tennessee, Nicholson, Rice, Toombs, 
ar ey é 2 : rz rrumbull, and Wade—22. 
dignified to adjourn on account of the meeting of | 
the conventions, That may be true; but we do | 
a great many things here that do not come up ex- | 
actly to the standard of dignity. If I thought the || 
business of legislation would go on without in- | 
terruption, as though no conventions were silting, 
[ should be entirely in favor of staying here and |) 
going on; but | know from past.experience that | 
that is not going to be done. We shall transact || 
no business of any great importance; and it will 
be a relief to Senators to be discharged from the 
— service for a month, and allow them to go || to have a recess. 
1 


ome if they choose to go home, or go elsewhere || The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Masoy in 
if they please, with the assurance that they can || the chair.) The Chair will state to the Senator 
stay away and pothing is to be done, and when || from Illinois that, under the rules, the homestead 


So the resolution was agreed to, as follows: 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns on Thursday 
next, it be to meet on Monday next; that when the Senate 
adjourns On that day, it be to meet on the following ‘Thurs- 
day; and that when the Senate adjourns on that day, it be 
to meet on the following Monday, the 30th of April. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I now move to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution was rejected yes- 
terday, which proposed an adjournment for thirty 
days. 1 voted against that resolution; but now I 
think we had better adopt it, as it seems we are 





of business that will be worrying*us here to the | 
dog-days, and | know of no reason on the face of 
the earth for this proposition except that gentle- 
men may go down to Charleston with pay instead 
of without pay. That is all the difference I see. 
[f the Senate adjourns over they can be away and 
get their pay; but if we do not adjourn they go 
there without pay. IT suppose if it is useful to the 
country for them to go there, they can stand the 
expense themselves; but the machinery of the 
Government ought togo on. A large number of 
us have to stay here anyhow. Many of us do not | 
want to go; many of us have no business there, | 
and would not go if we had. 
_ But, sir, we are sent here to discharge the pub- | 
lic duty, and there is not a sufficient number going 
away to interrupt seriously the carrying on of the 
public business. Therefore, I see no reason on 
the face of the earth for this thing. Itisall wrong; 
itis giving a dignity and importance, by the ac- 
tion of the legislative department of this Govern- 
ment, to irregular and unauthorized associations, 
which lam unwilling to give. I do not like them 
anyhow, and I never did; and I desire to record 
my vote against it. Let us discharge our duty, 
and let them discharge the mission they are sent 
upon. Ihave nothing to say about it, and care 
very little how it is discharged; but we meet here 
under the Constitution, representative men under 
the forms of Jaw, whose duty it is to discharge 
the public business and then go home, and I am 
very anxious to do both. 1 ask for the yeas and 
hays on the resolution. 

_ Mr. SLIDELL. I wish to say a single word 
in response to the Senator from Georgia. I doubt | 
very much whether the idea he has suggested, of 
economy in the pay of Senators, ever entered the 
brain of any man who proposes to vote for the ad- 
journment. I hope not. 1 confess it never struck 
me. The object in desiring the Senate not to sit 
for the discharge of any important business, is to 
accommodate Senators, who may be desirous, at 
least, of exercising some influence in the decision 
of large and important questions. I think that is | 
alegitimate motive for asking for an adjournment. | 
It can be done without any great sacrifice of the | 








they come back we shall resume public business |) ijl must now come before the Senate, unless it 
and goon. ‘Phe public Treasury does not suffer; || be postponed. 


as we are paid by the year. || Mr.'TRUMBULL. 1 propose to lay it aside 
Mr. TOOMBS. The remarks of the Senator |, informally until we vote on the other proposition; 
from Mississippi are erroneous as applied to this || for really, if we are to adjourn at all, [ think we 


measure, because it does have that effect. A |) had better have athirty days’ adjournment. Just 
motion for adjournment for a month has been || Jet us take the vote. 1 move to reconsider the 


defeated; that is not before the Senate; and his || yote rejecting the resolution. 


remarks in favor of this resolution, if they are so || ‘The motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 


intended : the question recurred on the passage of the fol- 
Mr. BROWN. Notatall. Iam not going to lowing resolution: 


vote for this resolution. I only take the oppor- | 
tunity to show why I am not in favor of these | 

adjournments for two or three days at a time. || of the Senate adjourn the respective Houses on Thursday, 

Ir. TOOMBS. I called for the reasons for this the 19th of April instant, at two o’clock, p. m., to Tuesday, 

| 








Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives 
concurring,) That the Speaker of the House and President 


proposition, and the mover says the question of || "2d May ae 
compensation did not enter into his mind. I have Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I shall now 
no doubt it did not, but I say that is the only pos- || vote for the resolution for the adjournment to the 
sible difference that I see. That is the way it || longest time. It is very’well known, and I pre- 
works; that is the effect. Whether so intended || fer to have it upon record, and to refer to itagain, 
or not, that is the necessary result, and that is || that I do not concur in any part of this proceed- 
the only difference it does make to the gentlemen || ing; but if we are to adjourn for the Democratic 
who go away. } convention that is to meet at Charleston, I think 
It is said that it is proposed to allow gentlemen || not more than one fifteenth part of the members 
in this body to go to party conventions with a || of Congress are called there by appointment as 
view of exercising an influence legitimately. I | delegates; and Congress can get along with a por- 
think it all illegitimate. They are not charged |, tion, if not all the bills, without the assistance of 
with thatduty. Whatever may be the respect due || that fifteenth part, if they insist on going; and the 
to these bodies of consultation to select candi- || convention can get along without the assistance 
dates for the Chief Magistracy—which is, itself, || of any of them, if they will consent to stay away. 
of much less consequence than gentlemen ima- || Then, it becomes a natural and inevitable conse- 
gine—it is certainly no part of the duty of Sena- | quence that, if we adjourn this length of time for 
tors to abandon the Capitol and go to different || the Democratic convention, we shall be compelled, 
| 
| 
| 
j 








portions of the Republic, for the purpos¢.of con- || in dealing with eange courtesy, to adjourn the 
trolling them in any way. If those who compose || same length of time for the nextconvention, which 
them represent the evan of the United States, or || is to be held at Chicago. 1| shall vote for thisres- 
the men who sent them, let them discharge their || olution, because it proposes to extend over the 
own duties; it is none of our business. It sub- || whole time at once. I shall vote for it as an es- 
jects them oftentimes to grave suspicion to have || cape from the first; for the simple reason that, 
members connected with them, and it is some- || when we adjourn for ten days now, we shall one 
times objected to by those who go there. Who | have about ten days or two weeks before we shall 
are the gentlemen that go? Sometimes they may || be called upon again to adjourn for the Chicago 
afterwards be found in the Blue Book. I believe || convention; and, in the mean time, gentlemen who 
most of the people I have seen about these con- || live near the capital can go home and attend to 
ventions, that I have ever heard of afterwards, } their private business; they can go home and have 

were found mainly in the Blue Book. That is || all the enjoyments and all that satisfaction which 
| generallyythe subsequent record of their lives, for || are to be derived from a sojourn with their fami- 
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lies, and all the benefits of attention to their own 
business; while a large portion of the members 
of the American Congress in beth Houses live at 


such a distance that it is impossible that they can | 


do it in so short a space of time. 
Just consent to. give the whole time, and you 


equalize us, and we can all go home except the | 


California and Oregon Senators, and they will 
have to stay here. The representatives of the 
Pacific coast must remain here; they have no 
chance to go home; they are set apart to suffer, 
and must suffer; but give us a month, and let as 
few suffer as possible. I ask the privilege of go- 
ing home too. I have some feelings and some 
interests there, and I wish to indulge both. 

The intervening time between the two adjourn- 
ments will be very short, and the results of our 
action during that time will be very little; and it will 
only serve as a period during which the two par- 
ties in both Houses of Congress will try to annoy 
each other and to get some political advantage 
in connection with the nomination that has 


taken place on the one part, and is about to take | 
place on the other part; so that but little business 


will be done. I cannot but believe that the whole 
thing is wrong from beginning to end; but as the 
Senate have determined that they will consent to 
an adjournment for ten days, I hope we sball be 
permitted to adjourn for the whole month, and I 
shall certainly vote for it under those circum- 
stances. 

Mr. CLINGMAN called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I am unwilling always 
on such occasions to object to any personal accom- 
modation that gentlemen may desire by such ad- 
journments; but on this occasion I have voted 
against all the proposed adjournments, and I shall 
vote against the resolution which proposes an ad- 


journment for one month. It looks to me like put- | 


ting an end to Congress in deference to conventions | 


that are about to meet to nominate candidates for 
the Presidency. My opinion is, according to the 
sentiments expressed by the Senator from Geor- 
gia, in opposition to these conventions. 
no favor tor them. 
they tend to good. 


It does not seem to me that 


1 have | 


There is a sort of rivalry and | 


competition already established between Congress | 


and these voluntary assemblies, and Congress is 
now called upon to waive, and yield even the 
transaction of the public business for the conve- 
nience of those who want to attend these meetings, 
or because of the great interestand anxiety which 
we feel in regard to them. 

My motive is not so much for the loss of time, 
as itis for the political effect such a proceeding 
on the part of Congress is to have. It diminishes 


our own consideration. We who are here assem- | 
bled and convened, under the Constitution and | 


laws, to transact the public business, are to defer 
altogether to these conventions. We adjourn to 
make way for them, that the whole world may 
have but one great object to look at in the polit- 
ical hemisphere; and that, the conventions who 
are to nominate candidates for the Presidency. 
We have already felt the effect of these conven- 
tions, in the sort of subordinate constitutions and 
creeds in politics which they'make. We often 


hear them cited on constitutional questions. I || 
do not want to magnify them any further. It is || 


for this reason, more than from any regard to the 
mere time that ts to be occupied, that I feel myself 
inclined to vote againstall these adjournments; and 
notwithstanding it is a little repugnant to me to 
resist anything that gentlemen ask for their ac- 
commodation, I cannot on this occasion vote for 
this resolution. I do not wish to diminish Con- 

ress, nor do I wish to magnify these conventions, 
by any such proceeding. ‘Therefore, without 
oe the time of the Senate on this ques- 
tion, I shall vote against the adjournment. 

Mr. KING. I shall certainly vote against this 
proposition to adjourn for thirty days; and I voted 
with reluctance for the suggestion which came 
from the other side of the Chamber, and which 
was asked on the ground of courtesy. Courtesy 
is a fit and proper thing in our intercourse; but I 
think the action of the Senate should seldom be 
determined in relation to its transaction of busi- 
ness by a question of courtesy. 1 do not think 
this is the place for a question of courtesy; but I 
took into consideration the fact tbat there were 
five or six Senators who were required to be ab- | 
sent, and perhaps their obligations to their con- | 
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stituencies required that they should be absent, 
and that it was not fair to press important ques- 
| tions to a vote, in the Senate, in their absence, 
and that if we continued in session we should not 
dothat; and this vote to adjourn for a week, which 
I gave with reluctance, was simply a pledge to 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 21, nays 22; as follows: 

YEAS -- Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Bright, Brown, 
Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Davis, Fitch, Foot, Hale, Ham- 
lin, Harlan, Johnson of Arkansas, Kennedy, Lane, Pugh, 
Simmoas, Sumner, Thomson, and Trumbull—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Cameron, Chesnut, Clingman, Critten- 
den, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foster, Grimes, 
| Gwin, Hammond, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, King, 

Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Rice, ‘Toombs, Wade, and 
Wilsou—22. 

So the resolution was rejected. 

MESSAGE FROM THE IOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 499) to sup- 
ply deficiencies in the appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1860, in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate (S. No. 344) to 
amend an act entitled ** Anact to amend § An act 


to establish a criminal court in the District of | 


999 


Columbia. 
PRINTING OF A DOCUMENT. 


The message further announced that the House 
| had this day ordered the printing, at twelve o’clock 
and ten minutes, of a letter from the Seerctary of 
the Navy, transmitting, in compliance with ares- 
olution of the House of Representatives, a copy 


officers for investigating the condition of navy- 


yards. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bill an 
resolution; which thereupon received the signa- 
ture of the Vice President: 

A bill (S. No. 92) authorizing the courts to 
adjudicate the claim of the legal representative 





the State of Michigan; and } 
A joint resolution (S. No. 23) in regard te the 
minister from Japan. 


ILOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the bill (H. R. 


tions for the service of the fiscal year ending the 
30th of Junc, 1860, was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


THE HOMESTEAD BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 


resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 416) 


public domain, and for other purposes; the pend- 


to add, as an additional section: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for any citizen of the United States, or for any person who 
may have declared his intention to become a citizen of the 
United States, who shall be an actual settler, to enter upon 
and remain on any public land of the United States con- 
taining minerals, not specially reserved for public uses, 
within the States of California and Oregon, and to work 
the mines on said lands for their own use and benefit, ac- 
cording to the laws and usages of the said States, respect- 
ively, and no person who has heretofore worked said mines 
shall be regarded as a trespasser against the United States: 
Provided,*That nothing herein contained shall in any way 
affect or impair the existing rights of any individual who 
may claim lands under any foreign grant or title. 


Mr. WADE. As we are about to adjourn, I 
do not know that we shall have the time to go 
through with this homestead bill; but neverthe- 
less, ifno one wishes to debate it any further, 
perhaps we may take all the votes that are neces- 
sary to come to a conclusion upon it to-day; and 
although | should like very well to be heard upon 
it, if we had time, yet, in hopes that the bill will 
be finally acted on to-day, and before the adjourn- 
ment, I shall forego the privilege of making any 
observations upon it. t, Mr. President, as I 


them that no business should be transacted during | 
| the period of time they would be absent; but as | 
| to adjourning over for a month, it seems to me | 
| that it isa very undesirable thing for the Senate. | 


by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the | 


of the evidence, &c., taken by the board of Navy | 


joint | 


of the Sieur de Bonne and Chevalier de Repen- | 
tigny to certain land at the Sault Ste. Marie, in | 


No. 499) to supply deficiencies in the appropria- | 


to secure homesteads to actual settlers on the | 


ing question being on the amendment of Mr.Gway, | 


i] oe : — 
| greatly prefer the House bill to the bill reporsa 
| by the committee of the Senate, and as thes os 
|| are now, | believe, well understood in q}j 
|| principles by the members of the Senate, { me 
|| to strike out all after the enacting clause of mr 
|| bill, and to substitute for it the bill of the Ho me 
which [ send to the Chair. a 
The PRESIDINGOFFICER, (Mr, Foster 
the chair.) The Chair will state that the os 
amendment already pending. 
Mr. WADE. Well, I move to strike 
everything, the amendment and all, and subs: 
tute the House bill, if it is in order to do go__ r 
Mr. LATHAM. I hope the Senator Sin 
|| Ohio will allow the pending amendment to be 
|| acted on before he makes his motion. ; 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chai 
|, thinks that the amendment of the Senator from 
|| Ohio is not now in order. 
Mr. BROWN. I understand that the among. 
| ment moved by the committee is an amendment 
to the original bill. Then it is competent for tly 


i 1 
Y - ° ne 
| Senator from Ohio to move to amend that amend- 


c bills 
athe ir 


re is an 
out 


| 
| 
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ment in the manner which he proposes, by strik- 
ing it all out, and inserting something else iy jts 
place; but I suppose that the amendment of the 
| committee may be perfected, before the motion 
made by the’ Senator from Ohio will be in order. 
Mr. WADE. I have no objection to the yote 
| being taken on the amendment. I believe, how- 
|| ever, that the amendment offered by the Senator 
from California was submitted to the committee 
that reported this bill, and that they rejected it, 
I would say to the friends of the bill, that I sup- 
pose, if this important amendment be attached to 
it, it will endanger -the passage of the bill, inas- 
much as it refers to the disposition of the mineral 
lands in California and other States. It is pot 
thoroughly understood by me. It is a very im- 
portant amendment. I hope it will not be fas- 
|| tened to this bill, but will be brought forward as 
an independent proposition, if it is important; 
and I think it is really an important measure. 

Mr. BROWN. I want to ascertain whether I 
| understand tht present attitude of the question, 
I understand that the pending amendment is that 
moved by the Committee on Public Lands. 

The PRESI INGOFFICER. The Commit 
tee on Public Lands have reported a bill in lieu 
of all the bills that were referred to them, and to 
| that bill the Senator from California has moved 
/}anamendment. The question now is upon that 
amendment. Inasmuch as that would perfect, or 
tend to perfect, the bill now pending before the 
Senate, it is not in order, in the opinion of the 
Chair, to receive the amendment of the Senator 
| from Ohio, which is to strike out the whole bill, 
| and insert the amendment offered by him, on the 
ground that the original bill must be perfected be- 
fore an amendment to strike it afl out is in order. 

Mr. BROWN. Then, I understand that the 
report of the Committee on Public Lands stands 
before the Senate as an independent proposition? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes. sir. 

\| Mr. WADE. Thatis soconsidered. I donot 
| think it is in order, but still it is so. 

Mr. BROWN. Then the question is on the 
amendment of the Senator from California? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
case; and that amendment will be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment. 

Mr. LATHAM. [ should like to say a word 
in reply to a remark thrown out by the Senator 
from Ohio. IfI thought for an instant that this 
amendment would jeopardize in any degree the 
homestead bill, in any important feature, I should 
be opposed to its consideration by the Senate; 
but I do not think so; and I think that the Sena- 
tor stated incorrectly the action of the committee, 
so far as this amendment'is concerned. I do not 
understand, as the members of the committee 
have informed me, that they are opposed to this 
amendment, but it is merely a question of policy 
with them whether it oul be attached to this 
bill, or whether it should be introduced as un 1n- 
dependent proposition. Am I correct? 

Mr. WADE. I do not wish to be understood 
as knowing what transpired in the committec. 
only inferred it, inasmuch as they did not incor- 
porate it with the bill. ; 7 

Mr. LATHAM. My information is derived 


| 














course it is not before the body officially. While 
they were not opposed to this amendment 1n itself, 





entirely from the members of the committee—of 
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it on a question of policy whether it would not 


injure the bill, and therefore they 
should come forward as an independent propo- 
See, Mr. President, I want the friends of the 
homestead measure distinctly to understand, that 
this amendment is of far more importance to the 

sople of the State we represent than is.the home- 
stead bill itself. Weare not instructed to 0 for the 
homestead bill, so faras lam informed. There has 
never been any action on the part of the Legisla- 
jure of that State in regard to it. It has been merely 
the result of a conference between ourselves, as 
to what the interests of our constituents require 
and what is their wish. I believe my colleague 
himself does not favor, asa general idea, the proj- 
ect contained in the homestead bill; but we have 
felt it incumbent onus to obey what we conceived 
to be the wishes of our constituency in relation to 
this measure, and I can assure gentlemen who are 
the friends of the measure that this amendment is 


of far greater importance than any feature named || 


in the homestead bill; and I will tell you why. 

In the first instance, your homestead biff re- 
quires that the party shall be an actual resident 
for five years before he perfects his title. I know 


that five years, according to ordinary computa- | 


tion, is but one sixth of the span of human life. 
In California, however, it would be regarded asa 
great hardship to the settler if he is compelled to 


remain upon the land for the period of five years, | 
andfor the following reason: the population there is | 


changeable; they are restless; they are nervous; 


and if you organize Arizona Territory, and Ne- | 
yada Territory, they will go to those Territories | 


as they have gone to Califofmia. You compel a 
man to remain on the land five years before he 
acquires the title to it, before he can perfect and com- 
plete his improvements, and he would much pre- 
fer,as the people of Oregon did, to pay the dollar 
and a quarter an acre, make an entry, and perfect 
his tide; and I should, as a representative of that 
State, have offered an amendment to this home- 
stead bill reducing the period to three years, had 
it not been for the fact that having advised with 
my friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson,]} and 
other gentlemen who are interested in the measure, 
I thought probably it might injure the measure, 
by attempting to change what seemed to be the 
period fixed by a majority of its friends. ~~ 
But further, upon this amendment, the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. Mason] yesterday asked a 
very pertinent question; and that was, whether 


anybody was attempting to interfere with the | 
rights of those parties who were working the mines 


in the State of California? The reason given by 
my colleague did not quite cover the case. I do 
not think it makes so much difference whether 
the Chinese there are reached ornot. Ifthe miners 
there do not want them, they will drive them out. 
Where they are working, and not interfering with 
the rights of our people, they will Ict them re- 
main; but if they do not want them fo remain, 
they will soon send them down into the valleys. 
And I doubt very much whether the provisions 
of this amendment would reach their case. 

But there is another consideration which is par- 
amount, and one that has retarded the progress 
of our State more than all others combined, not 
only the valleys but the mountains, and thatis this: 
we have no title there—there is the greatest inse- 
curity of title. The men there are just like they 
are in every western State. They have gone to 
work. to labor. The majority of them are poor. 
They depend upon their own individual exertions 
to build up their fortunes. They engage in enter- 
ee which their minds are capable of grasping, 

ut which their means cannot carry out. The 
result is, they want to negotiate loans. They can- 
fot do it. And why? The majority of the cap- 
ital there belongs to foreign capitalists. Foreign 
houses that have capital in the State have their 
agents there to represent them; and when you go 
to them, and want to negotiate a loan, — are 
naturally distrustful of all our securities. If the 
miner, or those associated with him—because they 
generaily work in these enterprises in an associ- 
ated capacity—if he says, ‘1 want to pledge my 
right to the mine,’ these gentlemen at once say, 
‘You have no right to it; it is a mere negative 
possession; the property belongs to the Govern- 
ment of Re United States; they have never even 
recognized your right tothe property, permitting 
you to work it; erie does beta what 


i 
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they may, at any time, pass a law for the sale of | 
these mineral lands, in limited quantities.”” Now, | 


what is the result? 


They cannot negotiate a 
loan. 


The State itself has set the best example in | 


regard to ghis important matter. It has compre- 
hended the whole difficulty. Some of you may 
not know it, but it is nevertheless true, that the 
State itself has set up an authority and right to 
these mineral lands. The supreme court of that 
State has indirectly decided that the right to the 
mineral lands exists in the State itself, and not in 
the United States. I do not propose at this time 
to argue that question; but the State Legislature 
have assumed the title in the mines to be in the 
State, so far as was in their power. They have 
passed a law that the miners themselves might 
adopt all needful rules and regulations for the 


| controlling of their mining interests; and what- 


ever rules were adopted by the majority of their 
number should be received as evidence in the 
courts, and should be the rule of decision in all 
conflicts which might arise. It has worked like 
a charm in all parts of that enterprising State. 
Now, all we ask of Congress is to do the same 


| thing. Let the General Government deny that 


there is any trespass upon the part of these par- 
ties, and then their title is just as complete as it 
can be, so far as legislation is concerned. The 
Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Pucu,} a member of the 
Committee on Public Lands, whom Ido not now 


see here, stated to me yesterday (I feel privileged | 


to use it) that he proposed bringing forward some 
measure for the sale of these mineral lands in lim- 
ited quantities. 
tors, I desire to assure you that, while I concede 
to the Committee on Public Lands great ability, 


I do not think that the combined wisdom of the | 


whole Congress of the United States could devise 
so happy, so effectual, and so sensible a manner 
of settling this whole question as that which ex- 
ists among the miners themselves; and simply for 
this reason: if you adopt a system, that system 
must be general in its operation; if you allow the 
mineral lands to be my it must, of course, be 
equal in all of its operations; and the very moment 
you do that you have imposed on the nos there 
the greatest hardship that can possibly exist; and 
I will tell you why. Suppose you givea right toa 
man to buy the title to twenty acres or an acre, 
or if you choose to come down to fect, to one 
hundred feet: what is the result? The man that 
may go into the mines and acquirea hundred feet, 
may get that which is worth thousands—I do not 
speak in exaggerated terms—while the man who 


acquires a title by the side of him to the same | 
amount of land, may get that which is utterly || 


worthless. Now, how do they regulate these 
things among themselves? They do what, in our 


common parlance, is called ‘‘ prospecting.’? Two || 


or three hundred men settle on a plat which is no- 
torious for its mineral wealth; when they get 


there, they ‘* prospect it;’’ they find out its value, | 


they prospect it in all parts and directions, and 
when they have done that, they meet together as 


good American citizens, as law-abiding men, and | 


agree among themselves; adopt certain rules and 
regulations according to the value of the property, 
and give to each man a certain amount of feet, a 
certain quantity of land. The result is, he works 


Now, Mr. President and Sena- | 


} 








out that claim and he is satisfied, and they are all | 


satisfied. If any dispute originates, then the gen- | 


eral regulation among themselves is the rule in the 
courts of justice in the decision of all their dis- 
puted claims. 

Whenever you attempt to adopt any other sys- 
tem, you will find that it will produce inevitable 
confusion; you will find that these lands will fall 
into the hands of speculators; you will find that 
there will be grinding hardship, there will be dis- 
satisfaction and discontent. All we ask on the 
face of the earth there, where we are adding to 
the capital of the country $50,000,000 per annum, 
and where, for the past ten years, we have added 
to your circulating medium to the extent of 
$500,000,000, is simply to be let alone. We want 
the Government, however, so far as it is in its 
power, to protect us. We want you to pass the 
title otit of the United States (so far as trespass 
is concerned) to the people themselves, and let 
them settle it, let them regulate their own con- 
duct. They will do it satisfactorily. If they 
want to borrow money, they can do it. Why? 


It is the mere right, it is not the fee simple. The 





1771 


capitalist will loan the money so long as he knows 
he is getting the right to work the mine, and will 


take his chances so far as the product itself is 
concerned. 


1 regret very much, sir, that the proposition was 


not brought forward in this homestead bill to vest 
the title to the public lands in the several States. 
| The General Government, so far as California is 
concerned, has not been a beneficiary. We have, 
according to the returns of the Department of the 


Interior, one hundred and twenty million acres 
in area in California. Twenty-five million acres 
have been sufveyed. Four million acres belong 
to Mexican grantees. Seven million acres are 
reserved for school purposes, and for internal im- 


| provements, under the general laws of the coun- 


try. That makes eleven million. You have got 


| but twelve million acres of surveyed land left that 
| are subject to the general operations of your land 


| system. Now, it has cost $1,400,000 to survey 
| thatland, and $600,000 for the land commissioners 
| authorized by law to settle Mexican titles; mak- 


ing $2,000,000 in all; or, in other words, the Gen- 
eral Government has already expended about sev- 
enteen cents an acre for the twelve million acres 
of surveyed lands which can be brought into mar- 
ket. Then, so far as the mere question of profit to 
the General Government is concerned, it would 


| have been a far better policy for the United States 
| to have ceded these lands to the State of Califor- 


nia, and let us have taken the control of them 
ourselves. But still I am in favor of the bill. I 


_ want the Senator from Ohio, and those who are 
| the friends of the measure, to understand that I 


intend to vote for it. [ came here as its friend. I 


_ have been its friend before the people of my State. 


I have been its advocate. I expect to continue so, 
even though my own ideas, a8 well as those of my 
colleague, are not carried out; yet I respectfully 
ask the friends of this measure—I ask of them in 
all sincerity—nay, | go further, I demand of them, 
as théy respect the interests of our State, to give 
us this amendment. It can do no injury; can do 


no wrong to anybody; affects no other portion of 


the country except the States of California and 

Oregon; and I hope that they will ingraft it as a 

part of the bill. 
Mr. BROWN. 


the amendment. I have been constantly opposed 


| to this thing of putting foreigners, who had de- 


clared their intention of becoming citizens, on an 
equal footing with our own citizens. I have op- 
posed it constantly and persistently, and shall 
oppose itnow. 1 know of no reason in sound 
legal philosophy why a man, who has simply 
declared his intention to become & citizen, should 
in any manner, shape, or form, be put with one 
who is actually acitizen. The whole proposition 
is repugnant»to my feelings. 
simply declared his intention to become a citizen, 
may change that intention to-morrow; may never 
perfect it, even if it be an honest intention at the 
time; or he may declare the intention fraudu- 


lently, with no purpose ever to fulfill it; and yet 


| citizen. 


you propose to give such a man all the benefits 
which you give to a native-bern, or an adopted 
Jesides, if you scrutinize the bill, you 
will find that it gives a homestead in California, 


| which does not apply in the other States. The 
| firat section of the bill gives to any person who 
_ is the head of a family and a citizen of the United 


| land. 


States, the right to enter one quarter section of 
It gives the right to a citizen of the United 
States, and not toa person who has simply de- 
clared his intentiongo become so. With the strik- 
ing out of the words which include those who de- 
clare their intention to become citizens, I should, 
so far as at present instructed—protesting against 
some of the arguments of the Senator from Cali- 


| fornia—be content to vote for such a proposition. 


| 
} 
/ 
1 
i 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| These, as 


I am quite willing to give to the miners, as I am 
willing to grant to all others, the right to enter at 
the Government minimum, as other people do; 
and yet I do not quite understand—— 

Mr. LATHAM. Will the Senator allow me 
tq, interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. BROWN. Certainly. 

Mr. LATHAM. This amendment does not 
propose to give to the miners what would be prop- 
erly called preémption rights. It simply prevents 
them from being regarded as trespassers in the 
exercise of rights established by their own local 
laws and regulations, existing among themselves. 

F said before, are limited to a certain 


I do not like one portion of 


A man who has 
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cxtent, depending entirely upon the value of the ] by parity of reasoning, I would like to know if || has been hitherto kept apart and enti 


land itself; not to one hundred and sixty acres, || the people of my State have produced cotton | from the regular or distinct actio 


or any such amount; but to a certain area, regu- 
lated by their own ideas of justice, controlled by 
the value of the claim. 

Mr. BROWN. The Government can subdi- 
vide its own domain, [ suppose, as it chooses. It | 
is not cestricted to one hundred and sixty acres | 
or one hundred and sixty feet, or even ten feet. 
The Government may divide it as it chooses. 
Wha ean is, that men prospecting, who get 
themselves in a comfortable position, shall not be 
turned out by the Government. Torthat I agree. 

Mr. LATHAM. That is the main proposi- | 
tion. 

Mr. BROWN. Then, I say Iam for it; but | 
1 am not for allowing that to people who simply | 
declare their intention to become citizens. ‘The 
man who declares his intention to become a citi- | 
zen is notsuch. He may take up arms against | 


the Government to-morrow and commit no trea- || 


son. He may return to his own native land, take 

shelter under his own native flag, and fight against | 
yourcountry; and if you found him inarmsagainst | 
your country, you could not punish him. After 
you have lavished all the favors of the Govern- 
ment upon him, he is still a foreigner. He may 


have made an honest declaration, or may not have | 


madeanhonestone. Youcannotascertain whether | 
it was honestly or fraudulently made. If hon- 
estly made, he may have honestly changed his | 
purpose; if feaudalently made, he cannot reclaim 
it. When he is a citizen, | treat him asa citizen, 
without stopping to inquire where he was born; 
whether in New England, or France, or Germany, | 
or Kamtschatka. When hecomesand swears alle- 
giance to our Government, and conforms to our 
laws, | would treat him as a citizen; but he must 
have all the vestiture of the citizen; and not only | 
have made a declaration of intention, but must 
have followed that declaration by perfecting the 
intention, before | would extend to him the special 
favor of this Government, or in any regard put 
him upon a footing with the citizen. Let me be 
understood. I am not speaking against foreign- 
ers. lam willing to adopt them into the family, 
from whatever quarter of the globe they may come; 
but I will adopt them into the family according to | 
the laws of the family; and not take them in upon 
the mere declaration of a purpose to become mem- 
bers of the family. | 
But the point which I was about to approach, 
in reply to my friend from California, was this: 
he seemed to think that because -his constituents 
dug large amounts of gold out of the soil, there- | 


force, they were tntitled to privileges over other || 


people. No one is more ready than myself to 
grant to the miners in California all reasonable 
protection in their mines; | would have the Gov- | 
ernment disturb them in the least possible degree; 
but that they are entitle] to any more favor at | 
the hands ef the Government than the man who | 
digs cotton or anything else out of the soil, I do | 
not believe. ‘The soil belongs to the Government, 
One of my friend’s constituents digs out gold. Is 


THE CON 


which would sell for $500,000,000, whether they 
too ought not to be protected from any charge on 
theland? IfCalifornia produces $50,000,090 worth 
of gold in a year, and the Government jg Lound to 
| give the land to ker citizens—notto sel ft, but to let 
| them vecupy it to dig out gold—I desire to know, 
| on the same principle, if the State of Missis- 
_ sippi produced cotton which sells for $50,000,000, 
| whether they ought not to have the land free 


| of charge? The Government has sold its land to | 


everybody else—has sold land to my constituents; 
sold land to the constituents of my friend from 
| Minnesota, {Mr. Rice;] sold Jand in all the landed 


|| States where cotton and wheat and Indian corn 
| and otherthingsare raised thatare very valuable— | 
|| quite as valuable as gold, because they bring gold. 


‘The Government sold us our land, and we paid 
| for it. I see no difference in the two cases. 
The Senator says that one man might buy a 


| piece of land which might turn out to be worth || 
| millions, and another, along side of him, buy a |! 


| piece worth nothing. Very well; these things 
| happen in every day life. ‘They are the results 
| of fortune, either good or ill; but all this does not 
| prove that the Government ought not to have 
something for its land besides the general sum of 
| gold which is dug out and thrown into general 
circulation; because, | protest again, if the princi- 
ple is sound in regard to gold, it is equally so in 


| So far as the settlers are concerned, those who 
are mining [ would not disturb, but would treat 
| them generously. If a man is on a spot of ground, 

one hundred, or one hundred and sixty feet, or 
| whatever it may be, or whatever may be the sub- 
| divisions which the Government determines to 





tected; that is, he ought to have a preference 


| right at the Government minimum, whatever you || 
establish it at; but I protest against the idea that | 
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regard to cotton, wheat, barley, or anything else | 
which is produced in the soil,‘and which will | 
| bring the gold. 


| establish, then it seems to me he ought to be pro- | 
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the man who first occupies it, because he digs | 


| gold out of it, is entitled to it any more than the 

| man who first occupies a piece of ground, and digs 
cotton out of it, is entitled to that, 

| Mr. GWIN obtained the floor. 

| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Perhaps the 

| Senator might like to hear the objections that I 

| shall raise to his amendment, before he makes his 

| remarks. If not, [ wilk yield the floor. 

| Mr.GWIN. Very well. 

| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Mr. President, 

the amendment offered by the Senator from Cal- 

| ifernia, which is now before us, was under the 


|| consideration of the Committee on Public Lands. 


| I will state, on the part of that committee, what 
| | believe Lhave their authority for stating, that 
| 1t was accepted by the committee as apart of this 
| bill, which is general in its legislation, while the 
| amendment itself applies alone to two States, and 


| is partial legislation. 
i gain, to give the reasons for it in as distinct 


he entitled to highgr favor than the man in my || a form as | can, the subject of the mineral lands 


State who digs cotton or corn out of the Govern- 
ment soil ? 

Mr. LATHAM. The Senator has clearly 
misapprehended my remarks ifhe thainks fora mo- 
ment | claimed any such privilege whatever, ‘The 
gentleman certainly has not marked the language 
of the amendment, as it does not ask that the 
miners shall have any fee simple, any title to the 
soil. Lt gives to them a righy as distinguished 
from the title. 

Mr. BROWN. Inreplyto some Senator on the 
other side—the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Puen,] 
I think, who had given notice of his purpose t» 


} 
| 


} 
i 
i 
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| was considered by Congress many years ago; and 


Congress then, by law, absolutely reserved the 
mineral lands from the every-day action of the 
ordinary system. At present, the mineral lands 
are not subjected to the same laws that the other 
lands are. ‘This bill, to which it is now proposed 
to make this amendment, is one that is applicable 
_ to all the public lands, leaving out all those re- 

served by special law, in any respect whatever. 
| The amendment now offered is not akin at all to 
| the bill that is before us. The Committee on Pub- 
| lic Lands did not choose to introduce it, because 

it must necessarily be a source of discord; and 


bring in a bill to sell these mining lands on Liov- || any action hal upon it must be deficient in this: 


ernment account and 


mut the money into the || 


that they have not made any investigation into 


Treasury—lI understood the Senator from Califor- | the subject, which is one that is complex, and 
nia to protest against that, and to say that the | exceedingly difficult. The committee thendeterm- 
Government would make confusion worse con- || ined that it should be passed by, and should be 
founded if they undertook to do any such thing. || made the subject of full consideration at some 

Mr. LATHAM. The Senator is perfectly cor- || other time, withall the light which we could obtain 
rect as regards that statement. "|| from the Senators and members who represented 


Mr. BROWN. Exactly; and the amount of it 
is, the Government is not to sell its own property 
at any price, 
miners to keep it free of charge to the Government |) 
ultogether, because they produce, the Senator | 
tells us, $500,000,000 in gold in a given number | 


of years, perhaps ten years. Well, sir, arguing 





| that character of country to which this particular 


amendment refers. It is to be believed, and I pre- 


It is to give it away and allow || sume will be by all, that there will be more in- 


formation to be obtained than what any one, or 
any two men, though you take them in the Sen- 
ate or in the House, can possibly furnish us with. 

The subject is one of such importance that it 


| 
| 
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| tee; and for these reasons, which 1 have Stated 
the whole subject was pushed aside, Without tak 
ing it up and discussing its special features The 
Senators from California, however, have brousht 
| the subject before us, and compel us now to Pa 
sider the particular features of the amendment. 
When the Senate come to consider them, | ps. 
spectfull submit that they will not bear to a 
sifted. I say this with no disposition to refuge to 
forward and advance the earnest wishes of thoge 
two Senators, who, I am entirely satisfied, want. 
though they will not confine their asking to i,’ 
nothing more than that which is right and fair to 
their own people. They do not observe, how. 
ever, in looking at the principal points that are to 
be found in this amendment, that they come jn 
direct conflict with one of the first principles of 
the bill; and one of those features that we cannot 
| but Believe on the part of the committee commends 
the bill itself to the consideration and to the favor 
particularly of one side of this House. | allude 
to the point which has been brought forward 
| the Senator from Mississippi, in regard to nati- 
| ralization. The bill itself, to which the amend- 
ment is offered, expressly declares that no one 
shall have the final patent, which is the com- 
lete and full benefit of the act, who has not abso- 
futely become a citizen. ‘This amendment goes 
on to give the benefits of the act in two States— 
Oregon and California—to persons whu have sim- 
ly declared their ifftention to become citizens, 
‘here is a wide difference in regard to that fea- 
ture in the two propositions. We did not desire 
to establish a law that should relate to but two 
States; but we wished the law that we proposed 
to pass to be a general one. 1 do not desire the 
| Government te define rights particularly as to the 
same.class in one way in one place, and in an- 
other way in another region of the country. [ 
have stated two distinct differences between these 
propositions. They are inconsistent; and they 
cannot produce fair and éffective legislation. 
| 1 will call the attention of the Senate, and the 
| Senators themselves, to another point. There is 
no disposition upon the part of the committee to 
refuse to grant relief and any just and fair legisla- 
tion in regard to the mineral lands of California and 
| Oregon. They have the sympathy in the highest 
| degree of the baiance of the people of the United 
States, who have felt the benefits of their labors 
in the very great increase of the circulating me- 
| dium of this country. We acknowledge that we 
| fee) that undoubtedly. We do not acknowledge 
| that debt of gratitude which makes it personal, 
| that anything must be given te them on account 
| of that fact; nor is it claimed by them as | under- 
| stand; but itis undoubtedly a fact, which we must 
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recognize, that the settlement of that country and 
~~ system of working those lands has 
_ produced a good effect that ha’ pervaded all rela- 
/tions throughout these United States and every 
| branch of business and every single private pur- 
| suit. But, sir, we cannot consent to take up the 
| question of the mineral lands in Oregon and Cali- 


| fornia,and act upon them without ever having sub- 


mitted the question, in the first solitary instance, 
| to those officers who have been in charge of the 
| whole of this business from the beginning of the 
Government. We have not asked them for in- 
formation, nor is the Senator able to give us any 
system furnished by those in special charge of 
| these subjeets. We have not asked them, is this 

law right; will it work well; or what suggestion 
can you offer to make it work better? There is 
no such question put, and the committee to whom 
_ you confide this investigation has had no charge 
of this subject. It has not been considered by 
_them. The Senator from California cannot say 
| it was considered by us at the time the bill and 
all the amendments were recommitted, because 
there were absolute instructions then that within 
three days we should report back to the Senate, 
which precluded our going into the subject of an 
entirely new system for a special and different 
branch of business. I am sure the Senators will 
not blame us upon that point. We could not 


give the subject full consideration. 


a as | have suggested before, the subject- 
of 


the amendment is not consistent, and 
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does not run part passu with the other provisions || Congress take it upon themselves to allow them |) Senator refers to the fact that the supreme court 

Parate of the bill; and, im fact, it fails in three fourths of | to acquire rights like those, if they do not become |! of California has already decided that the mincral 

Ngress them to have any connection at all, aside from || absolutely vested to such an extent that Congress || lands belong to that State. 1 venture to say the i 
Publie the ordinary difference of principle between the | will be liable by law, in the Court of Claims, to || Senators themselves do not concur in that de- 
'Y this two. The difference of principle in one case, || Pay back what they have taken and destroyed, || cision, or they would be reckless of our legisla- 4 
Mmit. ainted out by the Senator from Mississi pi, will || they will at least obtain upon the conscience of || tion here. They would put itall at defiance. I ai 
stated, . found, by reading the section, to be this: the | Congress, and upon the sympathies and hearts of | presume the Legislature of that State does not 
Mt tak. arty who is to obtain the benefit of this measure || men, that kind of aclaim which will compel Con- |, concur in it. It is amongst that class of decisions (4 
- The will get it by makinga declaration of intention to || gress to grant the land in fee at once, or to pay | of courts the soundness of which, I think, may i 
ought become a citizen; while our bill allows the benefit them for the improvements which we are about |, well be doubted, if it be as they say, and | have iN 
0 Con. of the act to none but those who either are citi- | to ignore and deny the existence of, or to sell | no doubt of it, that the court has decided that i 
ment, zens, or Who, before they receive the benefit, shall i} away fromthem. That will certainly be the con- || these mineral lands belong exclusively to the li 
T re. become citizens. ‘There is a wide and distinct dif- || sequence. I maintain that that is not the way to |, State of California, and not to the United States. i 
to be ference between the two, — j legislate. | I beg Senators to take the course | have sug- 1 
Use to In the next place, what is proposed in the pro- || Aside from these considerations which I present || gested. Leave the mineral lands of California and I 
those , yiso to this amendment? It may be that the Sen- || now, there is much more to be said upon the | Oregon, with the mineral lands of Arizona, of a 
want, ator from California who introduced it, and the | amendment. I can take almost every portion of || Utah, of Washington, and of the residue of the 
to it, other honorable Senator from California who has the section, and present some special objection to || United States, to be taken up and considered sep- 

~ ” advocated it- aave not seen what is to be the effect || it, at once having distinct relation to what could || arately. If the Senator from California will refer 

aww. of it; but upon the reading of it, I cannot but | be and would be a just and wise course in adopt- |, his amendment to our committee, we will attempt 

are to believe that it is equivalent to a cession of the || ing it; but I do not want to go fully into the sub- || to have the whole matter investigated, and see if 
me in land, and is equivalent to putting manacles upon || ject. Every time I read the amendment new points | something cannot be adopted that shall not be 

les of the power of Congress, and upon the hands of || come up at once distinctly to my mind. I do not | partial to particular regions, and that shall be re- 
none legislation here to such’a degree that we shall have || think the Senators themselves, and I respectfully!) ported and acted upon and prove to be consistent 
nends no more connection with the land. What is it? || call it to their attention, can have minutely’) with the interests, not only of their own people, 

favor | will read the amendment, and I will ask you to | studied this proposition. I do not think they can | but with the interests of the United States itself. uy 
llude say what are to be the consequences of it. The || say that they have submitted it either tothe Com- | Mr. HARLAN. I merely wish to say to the vi 
d by . rovision is: || missioner of Public Lands, who has special | Senators from California, that the Committee on 

natu- «That it shall be lawful for any citizen of the United | charge of the subject, or the Secretary of the In- | Public Lands have no disposition to prejudice the 
hend- States, or for any person whe Pine Dene doccetes, Nie insee- | terior, and that it has received their indorsement. | passage of a bill containing the amendment now 1. 
ae aah sone SF cet tapen and resin on. the public Now let me turn the attention of Senators to the || presented; but I have no doubt, if it be insisted on 
* ca iands of the United States, containing minerals, not spe- || COnSequences if we do not pass the amendment. — as an amendment to this bill, they will prejudice 


cially reserved for public uses, within the States of Califor- 


By the bill that is before us we have taken no 
foes pia and Oregon, and to work the mines on said lands for 


| its final passage. The committee, | think, was 











: and Ores E . acuon upon this subject. We have placed those | unanimous in the opinion that it ought not to be 
_ their own use and benefit. miners in no worse condition than they are at || attached to this bill; that it involved other princi- 
oom a § ee ae a ee vi ition the y are at | attached to this bill; that it involved other prince if 
” ,  , There ts no limit to it a : : present. If we pass no law in regard to them, || ples not necessary to be considered in perfecting ' 
zens. given, there is no pay; and there is the difference || then the Senators must stand upon the position |, this bill. We supposed it would become neces- a 
: fea- that exists between the system that is before the || which the say is theirs at present at home. || sary, in order to make a just disposition of such if 
— . Senate under the bill of the committee and the | They say these people have gotlaws among them- || a proposition as that, to consult with the Secre- AY 
two present amendment. We propose to give noth- || selves, and are getting along quietly, and are doing || tary of the Interior, the Commissioner of the Gen- ‘ 
osed ing but what shall first have been obtained by || well; and that they only want one thing more, || eral Land Office, and become familiar with the r 
e the paying the Government back what its actual cost || and that is to put them in possession of the land, |; laws and usages in the States named; for this : 
0 the was. This isa naked gift. Again: the persons || to relieve them from the character of being tres- || amendment, if it should pass, is an indorsement 
— who have entered upon these lands to work them | passers on the public lands. If they are doing || on our part, or a reénactment on the pam of Con- 
- I in the States of Oregon and California, are to do it || well, [can assure him of one thing, and I presume || gress, of the laws and usages of the States of Cal- 
_ “For their own use end meneds, secsaling : the laws || no one here will dispute it, that they have never | ifornia and Oregon in relation to this subject. The 
they ya tele ee = be yathe pare ser: A oe seuachedteh || been meneyes as trespassers, and will not be. || committee was not willing to take up the subject 
| the a trespasser against the United States.” = on ues Rename law in regard to | and make that a part of this bill; but, as ~ ehair- 
re is There are several features in the amendment, et —— oe : een has done /| man of the committee has — atate , were 
tn and I respectfully suggest to the Senators that | nothing with it, an t is will have been the first | willing unanimously to take the . yject > at _ 
sale they are fallacious in the highest degree. But to | — which will have been taken in regard to the || early day and perfect their knowledge ont ne sul 
al go on with it, we find the following proviso: ae Pl . || ject, and make an early report. There was os 
ie Provided, That nothing herein contained shell, in any ||. - ow, sir, if we are going to act upon this sub- member of the committee, 1 think, tho: expresse i 
ited way, affect or impair the existing rights of any individual | we ought to act upon the mineral lands of the |, any indisposition to consider the subject and per- 
who may claim lands under any foreign grant or title.” || United States. 1 will state to the Senators from |) fect our knowledge, and make an early report on 
bors That is a matter of course. It could not do it || California, that I took the pains, in connection | that subject. I hope, therefore, that the Senators 
mal any way. The proviso is already the existing | with this amendment, to go to the General Land || from California will not press this amendment at 
inn law. When these parties go upon these lands, || Office and make some inquiry on the subject,and || this time. I feel quite sure it will be voted down; 
nal under this provision, they go upon them under || the information I receivec from them was this: if | and such a vote will probably prejudice the pas- 
: the impression that there is mineral there. They || you go to legislate for mineral lands in the States || sage of the bill. 
ao may stay there without any limitation as to time. \| of California and Oregon, what are you to do in Mr. LATHAM. The very reason stated by the 
sa They will continue there, and will make, in many regard to Arizona? If you make sucha privilege | Senator who has just taken his seat is the ver 
ne parts of the country, their homes. It is in the || as that, we shall have the greatest difficulty in the |! reason why we do not press this measure. We ow 
scope of the country that is reserved, under the || Territory of Arizona. They referred specially | are the friends of the homestead bill; but we do t 
i general law as it now exists, from public sale as || to it, and to circumstances that I cannot now rec- || not want to appear before the country and our 
a ” mineral lands, and has no system, in point of fact, | ollect; to facts that will then be developed, as I |, own constituency as advocating that which does 
7 now existing over it. What will be the condition ‘| am informed, which, if we adopt this amendment || not benefit them as well as it does your constit- 
= of Congress when youcome toactupon it? Pass and make it applicable to Arizona, would render | uency. The Senator from Arkansas represents an 
wy this bill with this amendment now, and to-mor- || it entirely impolitic and palpably unwise. But, | agricultural district. So does the Senator who has 
~ row, if you should desire‘to pass a bill general in || sir, if California and Oregon desire that this sub- |, just taken his seat. We represent, in the main, a 
" x its character, relating to the Porshory of Wash- || ject shall be considered and legislated upon, let || mining district. If the Government is going to be : 
re ington, the Territory of Utah, the Territory of || them have their bill carried through the regular | just to theactual settler, let it be just in all respects, j 
oon Arizona, or any other Territory or any other land, || and usual course. I assure them, on my part, || not alone to you, gentlemen, who are confined ! 
aie in any direction whatever, that is mineral, you |, that I will contribute everything that I possibly |, solely and almost exclusively to agriculture; but 
any find an act which has already closed our power 1 can, consistent with what shall be a just distri- | to the mining population also. We area eo 
a there, unless we go on and repeal it; and if we re- bution of those lands and the rights of parties, to || people. We exceed every other State in the Union 
ie ae it, we-must repeal it before the private rights | forward the interests of their owe as rapidly || inthatrespect. Our products consist of the mining | 
cam ave accrued upon particular tracts of land upon | through this Hall as possible; but I cannot sanc- || labor of our State. We do not ask you to give F 
vs which these parties, by this amendment, are au- || tion this amendment as it now stands; but partic- || the fee simple to the soil to the actual miner in | 
thorized to settle. | ularly can I not sanction it as it stards upon this | occupation of it. 
oe If this proposition be adopted, as the Senators bill. Neither can I consent that pew measures || Mr. HARLAN. Ifthe Senator will allow me, 
‘oe from California desire, parties will go upon tracts '| and new principles shall be inserted in the bill; || I think he could insist with as great propriety on 
a of land; they will build houses, establish homes, || nor can I consent that those thatare in if shall be 1 the passage of an amendment affecting commerce i 
om and collect around them interests. They will ac- | stricken out. If so, we shall be compelled to |, and navigation, because some States are peculiar- « 
iio complish a vast amount of labor. They will feel || abandon what is presented here with earnestness, || ly commercial in their interests; or the adoption ‘ 
sin then, and know, that they have expended money 1 and which, if passed, will do much good for the || of an amendment affecting the interests of manu- 
- and labor upon the land,and when theGovernment | States which the Senators represent, both Oregon || facture, because there are some States whose cap- 
an of the United States comes forward to exercise its | and California. Much good will be done for | ital is invested chiefly in manufacturing ipernates je 
“a Prramount ownership, and dispose of the land, | them, and they should be content with half a loaf, | The Committee on Public Lands were disposed to tb 
iil ask, cam you er will you do so; or could the and not fling that away because they could not || take the subject up as a separate measure, admit- wr 
e Senator from California sit quietly in his seat and || take the whole. _ ting it was not a congruous subject, as the Senator ier 
os let Congress proceed to sell out the land from be- | The effect of this amendment ss, I do verily be- || himself has just stated. The amendment affecting ie ; 
ae neath those settlers without first a_i them lieve, to cede the lands, wherever they are settled | only and exclusively mineral lands and the inter- e: 
al wl compensation for their homes? henever |! upon, to the States, for nothing whatever. The ' gs of miners, the committee desire to take it up 
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as a separate subject, and investigate it separately, 
and make a separate report. 

Mr. LATHAM. There might be a great deal 
of force in all the Senator says, were it not for the 
fact that all these questions grow out of the land; 
they grow out of the soil, of the rights to the soil, 
while the instances cited by the Senator relative 
to tommerce, and so forth, are very different. 
There is no parity of reasoning whatever. Our 
interests grow out of the soil, the same as yours 
do out of the soil. Your people are confined to 
agriculture, and ours to mining. Our prosperity 


then this objection is obviated, and the same right | 
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that they possess can be hypothecated, and they 


the resources of the soil. 


| Now, Mr. President, I desire to make one more | 
appeal to those gentlemen who are the friends of | 


this measure. It is true, lam notan old member 
of this body, but I have had some experience in 


legislation in the other wing of the Capitol, and || 
I know we will never get consideration for a dis- | 


tinet proposition of this kind relative to the min- 


| eral lands. They are so distinct and varied in 


is of one sort; yours of another. But all grow out | 


of lands, which are designed to be regulated by 
this bill, and certain privileges given to him who 
makes the land valuable, and, according to my 
idea, regardiess of how that land is worked, 
whether in agricultural or mining pursuits. 

Now, as to the great objection urged by the 
Senator from Arkansas, and also by the Senator 
from Mississippi, to this amendment, as to the 
provision in it not conforming to the general fea- 
tures of the homestead bill, inasmuch as the 
amendmentgives rights to parties who have merely 
declared their intention to become citizens. My 
colleague and myself will not insist upon this, if 
it must defeat the amendment. The majority of 
foreigners who cceme to the Pacific slope, I must, 
however, say, when they make a Reileodhian of 
their intention, intend to become citizens, and I 
apprehend in ninety-nine instances out of every 
hundred, actually do become citizens. I know 
not how these things operate in the Atlantic States, 
but in California not one out of a hundred makes 
a declaration to become a citizen that does not 
perfect his papers and acquire the rights of a cit- 
zen, 


The substance of the objection of the Senator | 


|| and again, Oregon her gold mines, and so on—all | 
| of them distinct in their character and controlled 


| of the country. 


| eral system. 


their character that you never can perfect a gen- 
Arizona has her silver mines; Cal- 
ifornia her gold mines; Nevada her silver mines; 


by the character of the population and the nature 
I repeat it, they are so varied 
that you can never adopt a general system. The 
Senator from Oregon, |Mr. Lane,] my colleague, 
and myself, know what will please the interests 
of our people; and I do respectfully ask, therefore, 
that you will not force us to carry this measure 


through as a distinct proposition; because we | 


know, just as well as you do, that it will be utterly 
impossible to get such a bill passed, as it would 
be called special legislation. We represent the 
wants of ourown constituency. Weknow them. 
We ask that, while you are indulging the settlers 


upon the public lands where agriculture is the | 


main pursuit, you will be any one and equally | 


generous to our people, inasmuch as we are the 


| friends of your measure, and give to the actual 


from Mississippi (Mr. Brown] consists in the | 


fact that citizens of his State (a cotton-growing 


State) are not entitled to equal privileges with citi- | 
zens in the State of California or Oregon whose in- |) 
terests are affected by this amendment. I cannot, | 
for the life of me, see any parity of reasoning in | 


this statement. 
the peculiar attitude these miners occupy to the 
soil, the peculiar and variable value of the soil, 
how unequal it was, and how unjust it would be 
to give aman one hundred and sixty acres ora 


preémption right te mineral land, resulting in | 


great hardship and oppression, and entirely over- 
throwing a system which has been productive of 
profit and benefit not only to California but to the 
country at large. The Senator from Arkansas 
also says that the purport of this amendment (and 
that is his greatest objection to it) is the giving 
or ceding of these mineral lands to the States of 
California and Oregon. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
dulge me one moment? 

Mr. LATHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I have drawn up a very 
short amendment, and I desire the opinion of the 
gentleman upon it, as it is on that point. I will 
read ft. It is to add, to the provision already in 
the clause: 

Nor shall anything in this act be construed or have any 


effect to grant or concede to cither of said States any title 
or right to the minerals on the public lands therein. 


Mr. LATHAM. That covers the case entirely. 
I do not object to that atall. My colleague, who 


Will the gentleman in- 


has offered this amendment, does not object to it. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then, if there | 
be no objection, the proposition will be embodied | 


in the amendment as a part of the amendment. 
Mr. LATHAM. The Senator from Arkansas 


must clearly have misunderstood the purport of | 


the language used in this amendment, by attempt- 
ing to give it the interpretation he has. Itis merely 


to establish the right of the migers to work the || 


mines, and not to be regarded as trespassers, and 


to erect such improvements as they may deem | 


necessary, sometimes amounting to great valuc. 


When the parties cannotcarry out their enterprise, || 
and are compelled to borrow money, it isthrown in || 
their way constantly by foreign capitalists, ‘* you 

have no right to oceupy this land; you are tres- | 


passers upon the soil, which belongs to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States;”’ and they can make 
no response, because, theoretically, they are tres- 
passers, whatever may be the silent Pe icy of the 
Government. When you declare that they are 
pot trespassers; that they have got a right there, 
as citizens of the country, to werk these mine gy 


I endeavored to explain before, | 


settlers upon these minesa right to cultivate them, 
without being regarded by your Government as 
a trespasser upon the soil. 

Mr. RICE. I do not intend to take part in the 
discussion of this measure; but it does not appear 
to me that there is any new principle involved. 
It dees not appear to me that the Senators from 
California are asking any more for their State than 


has been granted to miné¢, and to others, and to | 


many of the Territories. Buta few years ago, 
when I had the honor of occupying a seat in the 
other branch of Congress, immigration to my 
State had gone far beyond the surveys. All the 
settlers there were trespassers, in the eyes of the 
law, the same as they are now in California and 
Oregon. They were exceedingly uncasy; they 
did not like to be in that attitude before the coun- 


| try, subject at any time to be arrested, or to be 


removed from the lands. They petitioned Con- 
gress, and, I believe, without a dissenting vote in 
both branches, youextended the preémptive rights 
to the unsurveyed lands in that country. Those 
rights merely put the settlers in the attitude of not 
being trespassers; but left the final disposition of 
the soil, ona revision of the preémption laws, still 
with Congress. It appears to me the same rule 
should apply here. Lean see really no difference; 


|| and while we are passing a bill to protect all the 


_ be included as well as the agriculturist. 


settlers, Ldo not see why the miner should not 
I am 
in favor of the amendment; I think it is exceed- 
ingly appropriate to this bill. 
Mr: WADE. Mr. President 
Mr. GWIN. 





f the Senator from Ohio is going to 
object to the amendment, I will hear him, and af- 
terwards make my remarks. 

Mr. WADE. I do not intend to address the 
Senate at large, but I find the greatest enemies to 
the. bill consume the most time in debating it. 
The great difficulty which this bill now has to get 
through is this course of argument from its friends. 


| L suppose no man’s vote will be altered or changed 





here by any argument any of us can make on the 
subject, and, therefore, | refrain from entering 


| into the merits of it at all, because | am perfectly 


persuaded I could throw no new light upon it. 
With regard to the amendment under consid- 
eration, it seems to involve very important prin- 
ciples—principles altogether too important to 
come up collaterally, by way of an amendment, 
when we have not had our attention drawn to the 
subject, and when it involves the sanction of the 
customs, rights, and habits of miners in the dis- 
oe that they make of the land there, proba- 
ly without any direct authority for that purpose. 
I think it very probable that the amendment is 
all right, and perhaps, if we could understand it, 
we should all assent to it. It has not, that I 


| lic Lands, except as an amendment 
can go on and perfect improvements and develop | 


I want to answer all the objec- | 
| tions that may be made. I do not desire to detain 
|| the Senate. 
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know of, ever been before the Committee on Pub. 


: nent to this pil] 
I understand that committee unanimously rejected 


itas an amendment to this bill, while they inti 
mate to us that they think that ina Separate fo . 
it might be entirely unobjectionable. - 
| Now, sir, | have no disposition to do anything 
unkind to the people of California, or to prejudice 
their interests in the land at all. On the other 
hand, I will go as far as the furthest to aid a 
assist them in settling these difficult question 
|. about their land claims and the rights of mining 

there; but when it comes in as an amendment t, 
| this bill, involving principles apparently so jn. 
|| portant, | am sure that members of the Senate 

will not feel that they sufficiently understand jt to 
| vote with safety upon it. It seems to me to be 

out of place. I think the subject ought to go sep. 
| arately to the Committee on Public Lands, tha: 
| they ~~ examine it and bring it in shape b 
|| itself. ‘The Senator’s objection to that is, that jt 
|| will not probably make its way through Con. 
| gress. I do not see any difficulty about that. [f 
| the committee recommend it, it will certainly pass 

with very little discussion. I hope it wiil not be 
| ingrafted upon this bill, while I avow myself 
'| ready, when it appears in a separate form, to give 
| it my attention—and I believe my favorable atten. 
| tion—forel am favorably impressed with it now: 
| but I think it does not belong here. I hope we 
| shall have a vote upon it; and I hope the friends 
of the bill will vote, rather than talk. 

Mr. POLK. Before the Senator from Califor- 
nia proceeds, I should like to ask him if he has 
stricken out that portion of the amendment that 
|| allowed persons who merely make a declaration 
|| to become citizens to enter the land? 
| 





| 


| 
| 


Mr. GWIN. 1am ready to do that. 

Mr. POLK. If the Senator will do that, | will 
|| go for it. 
| Mr. LANE. I think it proper that I should 


say something in relation to this amendment. 
The Senators from California have urged its adop- 
tion, and I think, upon reflection, for good rea- 
sons. I believe it ought to be adopted. The 
| Committee on Public Lands, Mr. President, hay- 
ing, after a long session, succeeded in so aniend- 
ing the bill known as the homestead bill as to 
make it acceptable to me, and I hoped, and had 
reason to believe, acceptable to the whole Senate 
and to Congress, and that it would become a law, 
| [felt very much disinclined, without very care- 
|| fully examining this amendment, to embarrass the 
bill with it; but upon reflection upon the pro- 
visions of the amendment, which I did not then 
examine very carefully, I am_ satisfied that itis 
a good one; that it would strengthen the bill now 
under consideration; would give it friends, and 
do much to secure its passage; and therefore I 
deem it proper to say that I am in favor of the 
amendment, and that, too, after mature reflection. 
I will state that I am not inclined to favor the 
amendment that has been proposed to the amend- 
|| ment. By the provisions of the bill now under 
consideration, you allow the American citizen and 
such other person who shall declare his intention 
to become such, the right of entering a claim, en- 
tering a homestead, and when he perfects his res- 
idence, you allow him, upon his declaration, to 
take possession of the claim; to go to work — 
it; to have all the benefit of it; and when he has 
perfected his residence his naturalization is com- 
lete, and he is entitled to his quarter section of 
and for the small price of a quarter of a dollar an 
acre. The amendment, as drawn by the Senator 
from California, provides that the American cit- 
|| zen, or such other who shall declare his intention 
| to become an American citizen, shall have a right 
| to work upon the claims. It is exactly in accord- 
ance with the provision of the bill to which it is 
offered as an amendment. You allow the adopted 
vitizen, or such other than an American citizen, 
the right, when he declares his intentions to enter 
upon his claim, to commence work, and to de- 
velop the resources of that country, so rich in gold. 
hy, Mr. President, all the enactments of all 

the Congresses on the face of the earth cannot 
change the order of things in thatcountry. Where 
the soil is good, gold is rare. Where gold is found 
in abundance, the soil is rarely good. tis found 
in gulches in the mountains, in such localities 
as are not adapted to agriculiure, not adapted to 
cultivation. Your people go into the mines after 
prospecting them, as by the Senator from 
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California, and when they find rich mines they | 
establish laws for the regulation of their con- | 
juet; for the maintaining of each individual in his 
rights; and they lay off the claims as agreed by 
she law of mining, sixty feet, if you please, on the 
wulch in length, and twenty feet mn width, or one 
hundred and fifty feet, as may be agreed upon. 
They work in good faith, and observe, in all in- 
stances, the law of the miner himself; the law en- 
acted by him. ‘That is the only law for the reg- 
ylation of miners and their interests that can be 
adopted. Now, sir, this amendment to the bill 
contains a very impgytant provision. It provides: 

«That it shali be lawful for any citizen of the United 
Sates or for any person who may have declared his intention 
to become a citizen of the United States, who shall be an 
actual settler, to enter upon and remain on any public land 
of the United States, containing minerals, not specially re- 
.erved for public uses, within the States of Cajifornia and 
Oregon, and to work the mines on said lands for their own 
use and benefit, according to the laws and usages of the 
said States, respectively, and no person who has heretofore 
worked said mines shall be regarded as a trespasser against 
the United States.”’ 

Now, is there a Senator here who would say 
that a man who has gone into that country and 
worked in the mines, an: developed the hidden 
wealth of that country, reclaimed it from its nat- 
ural depositand brought it into circulation, should 
ye held responsible for it? Should he,be consid- 
ered a trespasser on the public domain who has 
done so much to afford a circulating medium to | 
the whole country; who has done so much to add | 
to the wealth of this country and to the world? 

Mr. President, in the adjoining county to my | 
own residence a mine has lately been Eleven 
richer than ever before discovered on the face of 
the earth, that will perhaps yield hundreds of | 
millions of dollars, It has been discovered at the 
base of a mountain at the edge ofa valley. The} 
valley itself is well suited to cultivation, but at the 
edge of the mountain, where this mine has been | 
discovered, it is wholly unfit for cultivation— | 
wholly unfit for any other use than that of bearing | 
cold. Men are now at work there, by their labor | 
turning out athousand dollars a day, not for their 
own benefitso much as for the benefit of the coun- 
try; not for the enriching merely of the man who | 
has had the good fortune to discover such mines, 
but for affording a circulating medium and the 
richest metals to the country for the benefit of all 
of them. Would you call that mani a trespasser? 
Would you hoid him responsible who lias done so 
much in developing the wealth of the country? — | 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I hope the Sen- 
ator will allow me to ask him a question at that 

oint of his argument. He speaks of the miner | 
xeing regarded as a trespasser. If that were so | 
in point of fact, of course | would go for some- | 
thing at once, and be in a hurry to agree to it. I | 
desire toask him if the Government of the United 
States, or any officer of the United States, has 
taken any step against these partics, and treated | 
them as trespassers? Is that the fact? 

Mr. LANE. I will say to my friend, so far as 
I know, the United States has not regarded any 
miner as a trespasser. 


| 
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nen: Nor treated them 
as such. 

Mr. LANE. Still the United States might in- 
terfere with the men working the mines in that 
country, and it is right to protect these people 
from any such danger. I think it would be well 
to protect them from any such danger as they may 
lay themselves liable to. 

[ only desire to add, Mr. President, that I can 
see no good reason why this should not become 
a portion of the bill, which I regard as a very 
good one, a bill for which I can now most cheer- 
fully vote, and a bill that I trust will become + 
law of the land: for it contains provisions calcu- 
lated to promote the settlement of the country, 
and afford to the man who is notable to pay $200 
for a quarter section of land ‘an opportunity of | 
obtaining a home at a liberal price, upon such | 
terms as will insure to every man who desires a 
home an opportunity of getting one. All that can 
be should be done to encourage the settlement of | 
the country, to reduce your forest to cultivated | 
fields, and to place it in the power of the work- 
ing man, the poor man, who has a family to sup- 
port, whoalldepend upon his labor, to get for them | 
“litte home. I look upon the bill, hasefere; as | 
good one; one which, as I said before, I trust | 
Will become a law; but I think this amendment | 
ought to go with it. If I had reflected more upon 
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it; if our time had not been taken up so entirely || Oregon should be protected by the passage of this 
upon the consideration of the bill, before this || amendment, according to their laws and their 
amendment was brought up for consideration in usages, lam ready to do it; but they have no 
committee, I think it likely that it would have || mining laws at present, and hence we’ cannot 
been reported perhaps asa portion of the bill; but || legislate intelligently and usefully for the Terri- 
it was not done, and it is right that it should be i tories. 
——, now. ; Mr. President, there are more settlers on the 
hy, Mr. President, you or any man who has public domain in the State of California, in my 
not been in the mines would be astonished at the || judgment, than in every other State in the Union. 
amount of labor performed by the miners in that || ‘There are over a hundred thousand settlers on the 
country. They have done more excavating, they || public lands in the State of California. We have 
have performed more labor, they have removed || Resstatvenn in order to quiet the uneasiness of set- 
more mountains, turned more beds of rivers, and || tlers on the agricultural lands there, passed a law 





| dug out more gulches than would have been suf- || extending the right of preemption to unsurveyed 


ficient to have graded a railroad from the Missis- || lands, and that has been done in Oregon and in 
sippi river to the Pacific; not for their benefit en- || Minnesota also. There isa feeling of disquietude 
tirely; not for their use exclusively; not for the || among all the settlers upon the public ands, if 
benefit of one portion of the country, bat for the || they are trespassers there according to the laws 
benefit of this, our entire country. Then why || of the United States: Hence, in 1853, seven years 
would you not protect them in the right of min- || ago, we passed a law through Congress giving 
ing without danger of interruption? Why would || the right of preémption to unsurveyed lands in 
you notstrengthen this bill by adding this amend- || the State of California. We had no surveyed 
ment to it, and let us go home to our people and || lands there. It was intended to remove the dis- 
tell them, while we know you are excluded from || quietude that exists among the settlers in new 
the benefits of this homestead law, yet we have || countries when they are upon the lands of the 
provided that you shall have a right of working || United States as trespassers. It worked like a 
mines under your own laws that have been rec- || charm there. It has been followed in Oregon and 
ognized by your own States and by your own || Minnesota, and other States, and has operated in 
courts, whose decisions are based upon the law || the most beneficial manner. But, sir, the miners, 
of the miner; that whatever his right wasit should || the great mass of the population in our State, have 
not be interfered with. I ask that this amend- || had no such legislation for their benefit. There 
ment may be adopted, and that it may become a || is adiscrimination against them. — All that is now 
| 








| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


portion of this bill. In doing this, Senators will || asked is, that you will legalize their possession 
promote the interests of the laboring man, the || and working of the mines, without giving any 
miner, and the agriculturist, who desire to appro- || title. I propose to amend my amendment in ac- 
priate their time either in mining or in reducing || cordance with a proposition which the Senator 
the forests and the prairies to cultivated fields. || from North Gosuliies (Mr. Brace] has prepared, 

Mr. GWIN. My colleague and the Senator || and which I will accept, simply to give the legal 
from Oregon have answered so much in detail the || right to work the mines watil ongress shall fur-, 
Np to this amendment, that [ do not con- || ther legislate on this subject. 
sider it necessary for me to go very much at large || | Mr. President, there are, as I said, a hundred 
into the question. I agree with the Sen@tor from || thousand American citizens—there are more than 
Oregon, that the provisian in regard to persons || that—but there are a hundred thousand miners in 
who have signified their intention to become citi- || these mines; and it is intended to simply legalize 
zens of the United States is right and proper. ||"their remaining in their present occupation ac- 
There are a vast number of fudlendiicctee best || cording to the laws and usages that have been 
miners, probably, in the State, who have but re- || established and recognized by the States of Cali- 
cently arrived in California—who will beexcluded || fornia and Oregon. It is almost the only benefit 
from the privileges of this act; who have signified || that this bill can confer upon us; and if you intend 
their intention and will become citizens within the || to pass a law for the benefit of settlers on the pub- 
time they could get a title under the general bill, || lic lands, why not give to the miners the benefit 
to which this is proposed as anamendment. For || of a mere possession until Congress chooses to 
instance, they cannot get a title under this bill | legislate further ? 

| 





until they have settled on it five years, and inthe || | We have already tried it. The Senator from 
mean time it is intended to permit these parties to |; Arkansas is mistaken when he says we have not 
work the mines without any title, and they will || consulted the Department in regard to this —_ 
by that time become citizens of the United States. || tion. We consulted with the Secretary of the 
But, sir, lam so anxious to pass this amendment; || Interior seven years ago, when we proposed to 
I know it is so important to my constituents, and, || stop the collisions between the miners and the oc- 
as I believe, nearly the only benefit that can result || cupants of town lots; and, after great deliberation, 
to them from the passage of this bill, that I am || the clause that I read [eee adopted, and 
willing to meet the objections of Senators who || it has worked like acharm. You have legalized 
otherwise are in favor of thisamendment, by strik- || the occupants of town lots in the mineral region 
ing out that feature in regard to persons not nat- || in the possession of their little homes and garden 
uralized. || spots; you have legalized their possession for 
I do not like to strike it out, because I know it || those purposes alone, and it has worked well te 
is important to thousands of our best settlers who || that extent; and this: is merely to carry out the 
have signified their intention to become citizens; || same line of policy, and opply it to the mines. 
but at the same time it is a matter of great con- There is no possible injury that can result to 
sequence to my constituents, and those of my || any section of the country from the adoption of 
friend from Oregon, to have this amendment in- || this amendment. It is proper that it should go 
corporated in the bill, as I think I can show. into this bill, which makesa disposition of all the 
here is another objection made by the Sena- || public land. I understand that it is the only 
tor from Arkansas that I shall remedy by amodifi- || amendment that will be offered to the bill. There 
cation of my amendment. He saysitgives a pos- || isa ae of the passage of the bill through 
session to these parties that will be perpetual, and || this body. There is scarcely a shadow of opposi- 
equivalent to giving them a title to the land. Now, || tion to it, in my judgment; and I appeal to Sen- 
I propose, in theeighth line, after the words ** work |; ators from all sections of the country—as we have 
the mines on said lands for their own use and ben- || in the mines representatives of ail the States, and 
efit,’’to insert ‘* until otherwise provided by law.’’ || of every neighbgrhood, and as gentlemen are le- 
I am willing for that to be putin. I do not wish }| gislating for their formerconstituents as wellas for 
mine—not to throw obstacles in the way of this 





to divest the title in fee to these mineral lands out | 
of the United States. That is not my object; that | pee which is simply to give to the miners 
is not the intention of this amendment at all. It || of California the privilege of occupying the mines 
is merely intended to legalize the working of the || without being regarded as trespassers. 

mines, as they have been worked for ten years, The Senator from Arkansas speaks about the 
according to the usages of the miners themselves || expense. What expense has there been in the 
that have been recognized by our courts and by || mines of California? You do not survey them; 
the laws of the States of Oregon and California. || you have only run the township lines. 

Now, sir, there is no parallel in the case of the Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I did not say 
mineral lands in the Territories at all. There — about — ‘ 
they have no mining regutations; there they have r.GWIN. You said we were going to give 
no law on the subject, When the time comes for || this privilege without providing for a return of the 
protecting them, as the citizens of California and | expense. 
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Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. No; some one 
cise said so. 
Mr. GWIN. I have it down that the Senator 
said so; and [ was struck with it. I say that 
there is no expense, because you do not survey 

the land there. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
used a bad word. 
price.” 

Mr. GWIN. Itis no gift. 
United States. The amendment merely legalizes 
the working of the mines, as has heretofore been 
the practice in that Stay. Ido not wish to de- | 
tain the Senate. | hope we shall have the vote. | 

Mr. BENJAMIN. IL have been looking at this 
amendment, and | do not understand it. By it 
any person who shall be an actual settler is au- | 
thorized ‘* to enter upon and remain upon apy | 
public lands of the United States, containing min- 
erals, not especially reserved for public uses.”’ 
Well, how much can one man enter upon? 

Mr.GWIN. That is subject to the usagesand 
revulations of the State. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Well, what are they ? 

Mr. GWIN. They are different in different 
localities; but they are well known there to the 





I may have 
I ought to have said ** without 


ulation is different in regard to quartz mining 
from what ii is in regard to the louie diggings 
and the river diggings. The usages and regula- 
tions are well known there, and that is the reason 
we adopt them. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
my judgment. 

Mr. LATHAM. I will state to the Senator 
that it would depend entirely on the productive- 
ness of the mine itself, as to the way it is regu- 
lated. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This does not say anything 
about that. 

Mr. LATHAM. 
will see. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Let us see how it reads: 

* it shall be lawful for any citizen of the United States, 
er tor any person who may have declared his intention to 
become a citizen of the United States, who shail be an 
actual settler, toenter upon and remain on any public land 
of the United States, containing minerals, not specially 
reserved for public uses, within the States of California and | 
Oregon.”’ ° | 

That is one thing, and unlimited. What next? | 

“And to work the mines on said lands for their own use | 


This does not say so, in | 


Read on further, and you 


and benefit, according to the laws and usages of the said | 


States respectively.” 

There is no limitation on the entry. He is to | 
work the mines according to the laws and usages 
of the State; but one man can enter, according to 
this amendment, ten thousand acres of mineral | 
land. | think it is plain on the face of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. GWIN. Iam very willing that the Sen- 
ator should correct the phraseology. ‘That is not 
the intention, The intention was to enter for 


mining purposes alone, according to the usages | 


and laws of the State. If the phraseology is de- 
ficient, let the Senator alter it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. He is to work the mine 
according to the State laws and usages. 

Mr. GWIN. He can only enter according to 
those laws and usages. I will accept any amend- | 
ment to carry out the idea: the Senator under- 
stands my meaning. | drew the amendment with 
great care and attention, and thought I covered 
all the cases completely; but the Senator from 
Louisiana, being a very acute member of the bar, | 
can see an objection that would not strike me with 
great force. [ will accept any suggestibn to earry 
out the object. My object is merely to legalize 
the working of the mines in California, without 
divesting the fee at all. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator answer 
me one other question. It is, what is the neces- | 
sity for this legisiation? Is there any trouble there | 
amougst the miners? Is there any reasor for our | 
adopting this amendment now on this bill? if | 
there is any trouble at all, of course I shall be | 
willing to help him to perfect the amendment. | 

Mr. GWIN. There is no portion of the coun- 
try where the settlers on the public domain of any | 


description are not provided for by this bill, or 
under previous legislation, except the settlers on 
the mining lands in California. Heretofore we 
have passed laws giving the right of preémption | 
on unsurveyed lands; and now this bill covers | 
the whole public domain of the United States, | 


The title is inthe || wish to legalize their possession. 








with the solitary exception of giving any rights | 


| to the settlers on mineral lands in California. I 
| propose to extend to them the laws and usages of 


the State, whah, under the decisions of the courts, 


will furnish a system that will work admirably, | 


with which everybody will be satisfied. That is 
practically what is done now, but still hundreds 


of thousands of individuals afe intruders, accord- | 
| ing to the laws of the United States. We merely 
It will give | 


quietude; it will secure the investment of capital, 
and the development of the mines. It will recog- 
nize, by the laws of the United States, the right 
of the miners to be there. 


want the introduction of capital, alluded to by my 
colleague, to develop the mines. 
tures there amount to millions on millions of dol- 
lars. 


thus « eee the mining resources of the coun- 
try. There has not been less that fifteen or twenty 
million dollars expended in making canals, and 


| turning the head waters of rivers there, for mining 


' | purposes. 
courts, and the legislation of the State. The reg- || 


The vast investments in the mining 


region justify the Congress of the United States | 
in legalizing the possession of the parties who are | 


there now, and developing these mines; and that 
is all that is asked. 
Mr. FITCH. I intend to vote for the amend- 


ment of the Senator from California whenever it 


that no vote will be had, either on the amendment 
or on the bill to which it is offered as an amend- 
ment, this evening. There is a matter, too, which 
1 feel it my duty to call to the attention of the 
Senate, unconnected with this—a smal] matter in 
itself, and yet one which must be disposed of. 


| Some time since, from the Committee on Printing, 
| L reported a resolution relative to printing the re- 


| tleman who desires to debate it. 
|| much propriety in printing this report as the re- 


port of ti Coast Survey. Objection being made, 
it was not considered on that day. 1] am now 
advised by the Superintendent of Printing that 


we must act upon that affirmatively or negatively | 


at once. The other House having ordered the 
printing of the document, it is probably in type; 
and if we are to order it at all, we must order it 
before that type is distributed, or pay for compo- 
sition. Beyond that, the engraving of the maps 
is about to be let, and of. course it cannot be let 


That is all we seek. | 
We want the existing disquietude removed. We | 


My friend from Oregon did not overrate | 
the amount of labor that has been performed and | 
—— expended in public improvements there, | 
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| 


| 


_ to lead to important consequences. 


| before it goes into effect as a law. 


April 18. 


the question being on the amendment of the Sen, 
ator from California. ” 
Mr. BRAGG. I think, sir, we are hurry; 

into legislation here on a matter that scems it 
very little understood by the Senate. Some of th 
provisions of this amendment, I think, are likely 
Thi 

subject is worthy of being well considered b= 
committee; and legislation in relation to it—ifeny 
at all is to be had—ought to be well considered 


ere is an 


amendment loosely drafted. Objections are Made 


| to it, hither and thither, all over the Hall; nobod 


seems to know well what will be the effect of j:. 
and yet it is pressed now, and we are asked 


| adopt it in its imperfect shape. Some of the ob. 
The expendi- || 


jections have been perhaps removed, but [ think 
there are still very strong objections to the adyp. 
tion of this amendment now. P 

In the first place, it authorizes everybody to go 
on the public lands; and while those who go : 
not acquire the fee in the land, they acquire 
to use the eens license to mine and t 
upon it. 


aright 
0 enter 
ow? ** According to the laws and 


_ usages of the States of Oregon and California.” 
_ What do we know about the laws of California 


and Oregon? If these mining operations are to be 
regulated by law at all, we ought to know some- 
thing about what we are doing when we are adopt- 
ing the laws of California; and much more ought 


| we to know what the usages are among the mi- 
| ners, for we are even to adopt them. It is a loose 
is perfected; but it is very manifest to my mind | 


understandingly without some knowledge on the || 


part of the Superintendent of whether we will or 
will not order the work. I move, therefore, that 
the resolution be now taken up and acted upon. 
Mr. WADE. Will that lead to debate? 
Mr. FITCH. I think not. I know of no gen- 
There is as 


port of any other bureau. 
Mr. WADE. I think we had better take a vote 


| on the pending amendment to the homestead bill. 


I am inclined to think there will be no further 
debate on it. 

Mr. FITCH. There are several amendments 
to be offered to the amendment, and there is a di- 
versity of sentiment in relation to it. While gen- 
tlemen are preparing their amendments, | move 
that the resolution be taken up and passed. 

Mr. WADE. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr Fosrerjn 


_ the chair.) Unless the motion of the Senator from 
_ Indiana be objected to, it will be considered the 


| 


sense of the Senate to lay aside the bill, and take 
up the resolution referred to by him. [‘* Agreed.’’] 


COAST SURVEY REPORT. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the followin 
resolution, reported by Mr. Firen, on the 15t 
of March, from the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That there be printed, in addition to the usual 
number, six thousand two hundred copies of the report of 
the Superintendent of the Coast Survey for the year 1859; 
one thousand two hundred of which for the use of the Sen- 
ate, and five thousand for distribution by said superintend- 
ent; that the same be printed and bound with the charts 
and sketches in quarto form, and that the printing of said 
charts and sketches shall be done to the satisfaction of the 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


IIOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. WADE. I “ we shall proceed now 
with the homestead bil 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That bill is 
before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, 


ted States ought not to engage in, 
another provision in thisamendment, that persons 
| who are now upon, or may hereafter go upon, the 


kind of legislation; such as the Senate of the Uni- 
Then there ig 


mines, shall not be considered trespassers; and, 
furthermore, that all those who have gone upon 
any of this mining property heretofore shali not 
be considered as having been trespassers; thatthe 


| Government, in other words, shall release all 


claim against them 
Mr. COLLAMER. Will the gentleman in- 
dulge me a moment? | would call his attenuonte 
what the effect would be in relation to that quick- 
silver mine of which we have heard so much. 
Mr. BRAGG. I was just coming to that very 
thing which Lf mentioned to my friend on my left, 
the Senator from California, [Mr. Gwiy.} 1 was 





|| just coming to this point, which has struck the 


Senator from Vermont; and | said to him that, by 
that clause in this amendment, if the Governmeut 


| should turn out in the litigation to be the owner 








of the Almaden mine, there would be a release on 
the part of the Government for damages against 


| the parties who have been working it, and who, 


if the accounts be true, have received millions 


/upon millions of dollars from it. 


Mr. COLLAMER. And this would enable 
them to go on it and work it to-morrow. 

Mr. BRAGG. Of course; that is the effect of 
it. It takes private claims and protects the per- 
sons in possession of the Almaden mine, and re- 
leases them from all claims the Government may 
have against them. It is true that my friend 
from California says it is a private matter between 
individuals as to that mine; but we all know that 
though there isa dispute between individual claim- 
ants, if the Government claim be the best, (and 
it is insisted that it is the best,) all those parties 


| are wrong-doers as to the Government, and the 


profits they received they owe to the Government; 
in other words, they are trespassers against the 
United States, and the effect of the amendment 1s, 
to release them from all claims on the part of the 
Government for any of those trespasses commit 
ted by them. It may be that hereafter equally as 
valuable mines as that may be discovered; and 
yet, by this provision, anybody may go in and 
occupy and use them until Congress think proper 
to take away from them that privilege. The sub- 
ject is an important one, and it is a little strange 
to me that it has not been legislated upon hereto- 
fore; but [ think that a loose amendment of this 
kind ought not to be adopted here now without 
due consideration. 
’ Mr. GWIN. I will ask the Senator from North 
Carolina whether or not the miners in California 
who work the gold mines are not intruders, and 
as much liable to be sued for damages as any- 
body else? 

Mi . BRAGG. Undoubtedly they are; but no 
one has any idea that the Government will ever 
assert such a right, unless in ap important case, 
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